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WALL PLAQUES 


(above) Truly inspiring “three dimensional" reproductions of hand- 
carved originals. In ebony softly highlighted in tones of white to 
give a lustrous silver-fox effect. Deep frames. 8” x 10”. Individ- 
ually boxed; with adjustable hangers. (left) The Messiah, 60A986; 
(right) Gethsemane, 60A987; $3.95 each. 









Presenting Pictures 


HANDSOMELY FRAMED—SUITABLE FOR 
CHURCH, CHURCH SCHOOL AND HOME 











GRACE 


(above) Here is a contemporary picture for home or church 
with true dignity that serves as a reminder and witness of 
God. Painted in shades of browns and greens to complement 
almost any decor. Framed in blond oak; without glass. 
16” x 21”, 60A928, $12.00; 10” x 13%”, 60A927, $7.50. 








THE SAVIOR 


(above) An inspired Coleman interpreta- 
tion in full color. 8” x 10”, wood 
frame with glass, 60A389, $2.50; 11” 
x 14”, wood frame with glass, 60A386, 
$5.00; 15%.” x 18”, gold-leaf frame, 
with glass, 60A388, $15.50; 20” x 24”, 
gold-leaf frame, with glass, 60A385, 
$17.00. 


Transportation extra on all framed pictures. 





THE BAPTISM OF JESUS 


(above) A truly great painting by Ralph Pallen 
Coleman—rich in color and detail and an 
effective teaching aid. Attractively framed. 
18” x 22”, without glass, 60A350; $10.00; 
24” x 30”, with glass, 60A351, $15.00. 


EARLY DISCIPLE LEADERS 


(upper, Alexander Campbell; lower, Barton W. Stone) Full-color lithographed re- 
productions of paintings of these two great men of the brotherhood. 


oes | MATL 
or as a pair in the church or church school as reminders of the heritage of our 


church. Framed, with glass; 17” x 20”. Alexander Campbell (quantity limited), 
60A919, $15.00; Barton W. Stone, 60A920, $15.00; set of two, $27.50. 
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WEANED 


by Frank Johnson Pippin 
The frailest one there must 


have been the pet, 
When tottering on a limb as 
if to fly, 
The mother bird kept warn- 
ing, no, not yet. 
The little one kept saying, 
tell me why? 
I did not know before I heard 
their words 
That there are runts even 
among birds. 
But not for long. He soon 
grew tired of being 
The least and last to try the 
tempting sky, 
As one Spring day without his 
mother’s seeing, 
He flew away and never 
waved goodbye. 





CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS? 


lf you are having periodicals mailed to 
your home address, it is essential that in 
the event residence is changed you notify your 
local postman or post office well in advance 
of your moving day. In addition, you should 
secure a copy of post card form 22S, complete 
the form, clearly indicating the date of your 
change of address. Send it to the Christian 
Board of Publication, Box 179, St. Louis 66, 
Missouri. 
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Is Your Faith Large Enough? 


by Gene N. Branson 


Minister, First Christian Church 
Plattsburg, Missouri 


A fait 
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Live by 


HRISTIANITY appears too easy for most peo- 

ple. The first-century Christians faced death 
because of their faith, and the church grew by 
leaps and bounds. Today the church does not 
have to pick a fight in order to be challenged, 
purified and expanded. 

Our faith today is being threatened just as 
severely as it was in the first century. Today 
the danger is not directed toward our individual 
Christian lives but toward our Christian faith it- 
self. The world today seeks a world-wide faith; 
a religion whose God holds out hope, love and re- 
spect for every man, woman and child of.xevery 
nation, race and culture. 

Our Christian faith is large enough in doctrine, 
but not in practice. The time has come when our 
faith must be more than a church sacrament; it 
must be a living reality. 

Some of the keenest minds of our day are say- 
ing that because America is a “Christian nation” 
we are tempted to accept only the “form” of re- 
ligion and not the “practice” of Christian living. 
Those who trust in the “right form’ of religion 
are tempted to feel like the Pharisee when he 
prayed, “God, I thank thee that I am not like other 
men,” while at the same time they ignore their 
own pride, prejudice and injustices. 

Christianity appears as a “soft touch” largely 
because of the religious freedom which we enjoy 
in our country. Yet we must prayerfully concern 
ourselves with the challenges that Christians face 
in other countries and in much of our own coun- 
try where individuals dare to actually “practice” 
the social and moral obligations of Christian life. 

Church leaders are also responsible for much 
of the attitude that being Christian is easy. 

Many churches feel they must not ask too much 
of their young people for fear of losing them 
from the church. Then some other organization 
or vocation comes along and tells the same youth 
that they can use him if he is willing to pay the 
price of long training, hard work, and many risks. 
That organization gets the young man and he may 
be lost to an active Christian faith, not because 
the church asked too much but too little. 

Adults are also lost through similar default. 
While their club or profession demands attendance 
at meetings, prompt payment of club fees, and 
a thorough knowledge of professional literature; 
the church loses their active participation because 
it asks too little. 

Christian living is life’s greatest challenge! The 
church is the world’s greatest business. The 
church lives not to perpetuate itself, but to present 
to all people the God of love and to confront every 
person with the living Savior. 

“See what love the Father has given us, that 
we should be called children of God; and so we 
are.” (1 John 3:1.) 
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and 
itnessing 


BY DON MC EVOY 


Assistant Director | 
National Conference of Christians and Jews 
Y'e Chicago, Illinois 


E DISCIPLES have always taken pride in 
W the claim that we are a New Testament peo- 
ple. However, too often we have interpreted that 
in terms of polity and form. 

Congregational government, weekly communion 
and believer’s baptism have usually sufficed to vali- 
date the claim to our own satisfaction. Seldom 
have we turned to the New Testament as a pat- 
tern for our performance and a measuring rod of 
our motivations. 

Many have the notion that evangelism is a tech- 
nique and tend to place their trust in organization 
and gimmicks, in clever commercials and manipu- 
lative devices. We set goals like an advertising 
agency preparing to sell soap or cigarettes and 
think that if we can close a ten-week campaign 
with a specified number of new names on the book, 
we have fulfilled our mission as witnesses. 

We justify all this by saying that the church 
must be made relevant to man in the 20th century. 
This is a worthy motive indeed. But do we not 
achieve it often at the sacrifice of the true mean- 
ing of the church? 

In the second chapter of Acts, verses 46-47, we 
come upon these arresting words: 


“Day by day, attending the temple together 
and breaking bread in their homes, they par- 
took their food with glad and generous hearts, 
praising God and having favor with all the peo- 
ple. And the Lord added to their number day 
by day those who were being saved.” 
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In this post-Pentecostal scene we see a congre- 
gation which has put things in proper perspective. 
The result was phenomenal evangelistic success. 
It behooves us to look at their pattern even as we 
look to our own hearts. 

The were a worshiping people. “Day by day, 
attending the temple together and breaking bread 
in their homes. . . .” 

Primarily the church is a worshiping commu- 
nity. Certainly this is not all that is involved in 
Christian discipleship, but is the starting point. 

When men seek to witness without first wait- 
ing in the presence of the Living Christ their mes- 
sage is artificial and sterile. There can be no 
genuine outreach until first there has been an 
upward look and an inward search. 

They became a winsome people. “. . 
favor with all the people.” 
of their worship. 

When men come face to face with God a trans- 
formation occurs in life. Greed is changed to 
generosity. Bigotry is replaced by understanding. 
Pettiness is replaced by magnanimity. Self-con- 
cern becomes neighbor-love. 

Elsewhere in the early chapters of Acts we are 
told that “A great grace came upon them.” This 
was the gift of God in response to their gratitude. 
They became the kind of people whom God could 
use in his mission of world redemption. 

These winsome people became a witnessing peo- 
ple. Nothing stands in such bold relief in the 
Book of Acts as this. These early disciples had 
received a gift which they could not keep. They 
had to share it, and share it they did. 

They witnessed not only in word, but also in 
deed. They were “of glad and generous hearts.” 
Their lives verified what their lips confessed. 

These witnessing people were a winning people. 
“The Lord added daily to their number those who 
were being saved.” 

Their efforts made a tremendous impact on 
their city. They got phenomenal results both 
spiritually and numerically. However, through it 
all they sought no credit for themselves. It was 
the Lord who was adding to his Church. Like 
their spiritual forefathers they humbly declared, 
“This is the Lord’s doing and it is marvelous in 
our sight.” 

These results accrued because their concern was 
not for numbers, but for persons. They were not 
working a program, but rather they were declar- 
ing a faith. 

If we are to recapture this adventurous spirit 
of the early Christian fellowship, we must get 
things in the right order again. 

First must come a vital experience with the God 
revealed in Christ. Then ordinary persons like 
ourselves will be endowed with an extraordinary 
Spirit. We can then witness with courage and 
convincing conviction. 

Then, and only then, will God bless our efforts 
as souls are saved day by day. 


. having 
This was the result 
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Relevant Sermons 


HETHER we like to admit it or not, a 

great many people attend the morning 
worship services of the church if they “like 
the minister.” If they do not like him, an 
unknown number, but too many at least, stay 
home. 

Ministers, most of them, wish this were 
not so. They wish it so much that they 
sometimes succumb to the temptation to 
lambaste those who are present at morning 
worship with remarks about those who are 
not in the service. 

It could be that those present at such in- 
formative sessions were there to commune 
and to pray and not to hear the sermon. And, 
of course, not everyone who stays away does 
so because he does not think he will like the 
sermon. 

The minister of the congregation has many 
problems. There are more problems than 
there are members, because some of us create 
a constant stream of troubles. And each of 
us has at least one need: we need the word 
of God communicated to us. 

We are not criticizing in the adverse sense 
when we say that the sermon should be rele- 
vant. We are mindful of the many duties 
and concerns that face the corps of ministers. 
Neither are we using our freedom to criticize 
a particular person. 

As a matter of fact, the three pastors un- 
der whom we have sat during our seventeen 
years in the pew have preached such relevant 
sermons that they hurt! 

Kermit Eby, professor of sociology at the 
University of Chicago, has said recently that 
the farmer-preacher of half a century ago 
may have preached more relevant sermons 
than the “theologically abstracted ones’ of 
the seminary-trained preacher today. This 
is what started our train of thought. 

Far be it from us to advocate less theol- 
ogy in the seminary. We have yet to see 
our first student who studied more of it than 
he needed. The trouble is that some of them 
want to give the theology lecture to their 
congregation the following Sunday. 

The country preachers under whom we sat 
for the first fifteen years of our life never 
heard the word empathy but they had it. 

There were weaknesses in the ministry of 
these good and wonderful men. They prob- 
ably knew that better than we. How could 


we know we were missing something? So 
we do not advocate a return to an unpre- 
pared ministry. We do have happy thoughts 
of those days when the minister was preach- 
ing to our needs. 

Most ministers do this most of the time 
today. The fact that they have had long 
years of preparation is largely responsible 
for the good preaching we hear. All preach- 
ers lose contact with us sometimes, and some 
few do it all the time. 

What is wrong with me? Is this my fault, 
or the fault of the society in which I live? 
What can be done to help me? How can I 
be made to understand what I ought to do 
and what canI do? Let the minister answer 
these questions, and feel a responsibility for 
me, and he will be ready to prepare a ser- 
mon for my benefit. 


Cross and Leaven 


Every Christian has a little of the experi- 
ence of the cross in his life, and he should 
have considerable of the leaven in it. Some 
have the opportunity to exercise the qualities 
of both, in various degrees. 

Our Lord himself, the one who gave us the 
parable of the leaven and the lump, was 
leaven in the great mass of humanity of his 
day. In a real sense, the whole lump was 
leavened by his influence by the end of the 
fourth century of our era. 

And our Lord bore his own cross, literally 
and figuratively. Because men did not un- 
derstand what his mission was they put him 
on a cross. Or, was it because they knew 
and did not care? Perhaps there was some- 
thing of both attitudes expressed. 

Is it too much to expect that those who 
name his name will walk in his steps? If 
it is, then a host of devout people have gone 
to their rest because they did not know 
enough to “play it safe.” 

They are still doing it today. In every 
land, including our own, people are giving 
their lives in a slow, physical death because 
they believe Christ’s teaching about love and 
brotirerhood. Such crucifixion is a slow but 
glorious death. 

Leaven works slowly, but surely. The day 
will come when those who imagine they are 
winning will have lost and the leaven of un- 
derstanding and reconciliation will have done 
its work. 
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seven 


steps to 


senility 


HAT makes one person seem old and just 

waiting for the final call at sixty while others 
are interesting to be around long after Social Se- 
curity has labeled them “retired”? 

Since a truth is often best remembered if stated 
backwards here are a few suggestions for getting 
to the rocking chair in record time as observed 
by one who deals every day with older people. 


The list can be added to or taken from. Make 
up your own list if you wish. Note that all of 
these deal with the area of the mind and heart, 
none with the arteries or bones. 


For those who wish to read here are seven 
proved steps to senility, or how to be considered 
old at fifty. 


1, Always be right. Always consider that your 
seniority of years gives you a universal viewpoint. 
Look upon your mistakes as experience and refer 
to them as such when giving advice to younger 
people. Why let any younger person think that 
they can possibly know as much as you? Further- 
more, assert your opinions and ideas without 
equivocation and with no cracks or seams for give 
and take. 





Graham R. Hodges is pastor of Emmanuel Con- 
gregational Church, Watertown, New York. 
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by 

Graham 
R. 
Hodges 


2. Dominate conversations. Never listen. Your 
age gives you the right to talk. Don’t let accusations 
of being a bore or the growing lack of an audience 
prevent your being the chief and only speaker even 
where two or three are gathered together. As 
more and more people successfully avoid you don’t 
give up. If your husband or wife is still alive, 
you have at least one person with whom to talk. 


3. Close your mind. After all, if you’ve lived 
forty, fifty, or sixty years haven’t you learned 
enough? And how much can a person learn, any- 
way? New ideas only confuse and cause that most 
painful of all growth symptoms, thinking. Think- 
ing is hard work and hard work should be avoided 
by older people. Then, too, the world is so full of 
confusion that closing the mind is really a pro- 
tective device. 


4. Associate only with older people. If you 
have children or grandchildren avoid them. They 
tire you out and their very presence reminds you 
of quickly passing seasons. Join groups of senior 
citizens and unite with them in harkening back 
to the good old days. It is said that a healthy 
forest contains old trees growing beside the young 
ones but you aren’t a tree. 


5. Learn nothing new. In addition to closing 
your mind to new ideas and viewpoints, as men- 


(359) 7 








tioned in point three, close the mental doors to 
new information. Almost every week the news- 
Papers carry accounts of older people who should 
know better enrolling in colleges, universities and 
even in night schools of secondary level. What 
good will this new information do them? Don’t 
read anything in the newspaper except funeral 
and wedding notices. Avoid the articles on science, 
the front page headlines, the syndicated articles 
on foreign affairs and Washington events. Keep 
that mind closed and nothing disturbing will enter. 


6. Retire from responsibility. It is true that 
you have an immense storehouse of experience 
from decades of working in organizations. So 
what? Let the younger people carry the load now. 
Give up all responsibility. Don’t imitate Bernard 
Baruch, Winston Churchill or Eleanor Roosevelt. 
They have their way. You have yours. Don’t 
be influenced by reports of oldsters who are too 
busy to attend their own birthday parties. 

Retiring suddenly and completely from respon- 
sibility hastens the aging process, especially 
among men who have always carried on a double 


A Minister's Off-Day 


The minister on a Sunday night 
Retired to bed with spirits light. 

For had he not worked hard all week? 
And now a day of rest he'd seek. 


On Monday morning he’d mow the grass 
And wash the car, and get some gas, 
Remove the dirt from the windowpane, 
And take that brick from out the drain. 


The attic he would overhaul 

And clean some spots on the back-stair wall. 
A hinge he’d fix on the garden gate, 

But more than that he vowed must wait. 


By noon he’d quit this frantic race, 
Assuming more relaxing pace. 

He’d take his wife to a nearby grove 
And cook some wieners on an open stove. 


When Junior came in the afternoon, 
The two might see the new baboon. 
Perhaps he’d use his baseball pass. 
But first of all he’d cut the grass. 


With thoughts like these he dropped asleep. 
There was no sound nor slightest peep 
Until at dawn there came a knock. 

It could be heard around the block. 


An accident had just occurred, 

And would he come and say a word? 
The relatives and neighbor friends 
Thought this might serve to make amends. 
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load of occupation and civic affairs. Women still 
have dishes to wash and beds to make after sixty- 
five. Men are not so. 


7. Feel sorry for yourself. You deserve sym- 
pathy. And don’t let anybody cheat you out of 
it, even though you discover that you get less and 
less. Make known your troubles. Nobody else 
has any compared with yours. They’re yours, re- 
member. Your tooth aches and you feel it. Ap- 
ply this principle all the way. Feel sorry enough 
for yourself and you'll have no time for anybody 
else’s troubles. 


Yes, we guarantee these easy, do-it-at-home 
steps will carry you right into senility, the rock- 
ing chair and the-land-of-never-come-back with ut- 
most dispatch. Thousands have found them effec- 
tive. They work. Every town, village and city 
has examples proving how quickly they trans- 
form a useful middle-age citizen into a growling, 
grumbling, morose, deteriorating man or woman 
of sixtyish. 

You, too, can grow old fast if you try. 


by Carl R. Brown 


When walking home on the busy street 
He tried to hurry but chanced to meet 
Parishioners who greeted him, 

With many problems grave and grim. 


Advising them the best he could 

He spoke a word for their moral good. 
And so the morning slipped away 
About the same as any day. 


At noon he had a social bee 

To dot an i and cross a t. 

The Red Cross Drive and Cancer Chest 
Explained to him how each served best. 


He opened mail with eager mind. 

Found not a one “Enclosed please find.” 
A delegate from I. O. U. 

Presented bills long overdue. 


A bashful lad and bride-to-be 
Discussed their wedding date, and fee. 
Another couple about to part 

He urged to make a brave new start. 


That evening late, the boy in bed, 

He came back home and nearly dead. 
His wife politely made remark 

About his early morning lark. 


He doffed his coat and dropped a shoe 
About the same as most men do. 

He then recalled with gapping yawn, 
“I guess I did not mow the lawn.” 
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“On to Edinburgh” 


by Joseph A. Garshaw 


(Pastor, Central Church of Christ, Newark, Ohio) 


O VISIT Scotland is to return 
once again to one’s youth, 
with all its romantic imaginings 
rampant once more! To visit 
Abbotsford, Galashiels and grim 
but beautiful Edinburgh—to 
pause at Scott’s View, where the 
faithful horses hitched to the 
hearse of old Sir Walter paused, 
from long habit, as they drew 
his worn-out body to its last 
resting place at Dryburgh Abbey 
—to admire the view of the 
Eildon Hills and the spreading 
valley so familiar to readers of 
the Waverly Novels as Scott so 
often had stopped here to view 
them—to take the omnibus over 
to Oban or up to the Pass of 
Killicrankie, passing on the way 
the lovely waters of Loch Lo- 
mond, Loch Katrine, Loch Earne 
and the rest, and to look at the 
bleak face of Ben Lomond and 
the other sturdy peaks of the 
Trossachs and the Grampians! 
To do this is to live over again 
the thrilling experiences shared 
vicariously with the heroes of 
Scott, Stevenson and _ Bobbie 
Burns! 
Edinburgh, the Athens of the 
North, with its great castle 


“Cod Speaks Through Me” 


SAT beside her bed in a hos- 

pital in a West Virginia city. 
Both she and her husband had 
been terribly mangled in an auto- 
mobile accident at Christmas- 
time. She had lost the sight of 
one eye, part of her face had been 
torn away and plastic surgery 
had to be performed; her whole 
body had been bruised. 

“You are very cheerful for a 
woman who has been through 
such an ordeal.” I said. 

“T am glad to be alive,” she 
said, “and I am determined to 
make my life more vital for God 
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“founded on the rock,” its 
vaunted floral clock keeping per- 
fect time, its fabulous Princes 
Street, its railroad station stairs 
—‘‘the windiest place in Scot- 
land”—its beauties and glories 
indescribable! Its great cathe- 
drals and small churches, its 
world-famous university! Its 
Holy Rood castle! Mountains of 
earth and mountains of intellect, 
deep lochs of water and of learn- 
ing, rushing rivers generating 
electricity and motivating ener- 
getic people—all this is Scotland! 

But the Disciple will find some- 
thing else here, too—something 
very special. He will find the 
taproot of his own faith, the 
aboriginal seed of his own tradi- 
tion, the spur to begin over again 
with clearer purpose and new 
dedication. 

Hail to the Edinburgh Assem- 
bly in 1960! They who respond 
will thrill to a convocation to be 
remembered as long as life lasts! 
The expense will be relatively 
slight, but whatever the cost it 
will be insignificant compared to 
the recompense the trip and the 
experience will return to the in- 
vestor. 





by J. Warren Hastings 


every day. You know, my hus- 
band and I have always been 
church people; we were brought 
up that way. We have taken our 
boy to Sunday school all of his 
life and he is now ten. I don’t 
know what I would have done 
during the long spell in this hos- 
pital had it not been for my belief 
in God.” 

“Where did the accident oc- 
cur?” I asked her. 

“Right here in town. The 
lights of another car blinded my 
husband. He lost control of our 
car, ran off the pavement, hit 
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a tree, and threw me through the 
front window of the car. I was 
defaced and they thought I would 
die. Jim had both legs and his 
hip broken.” 

“You cheer is contagious,” I 
said quietly. 

“I am determined not to let 
this thing get me down. I know 
I look pretty bad. They have to 
do more plastic work on my nose 
and the side of my face. After 
a while I will get a glass eye and 
that will help my appearance.” 

“Now you are closer to God 
than ever before; aren’t you?” 

“Yes, I am,” she said quickly. 
“He means more to me now than 
He has ever meant in my life. I 
know He has saved me for a 
purpose. I am determined to be 
a blessing to others all the days 
of my life.” 
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Purposes Are Set Forth; 
Postmaster General, Speaker, 
Warns About “Extremism” 


NATIONAL CDL 


CINCINNATI—The national organi- 
zation of Citizens for Decent Litera- 
ture was established here at the 
conclusion of the second National 
Conference on Obscene and Porno- 
graphic Literature. 

Enlistment of individual citizens 
in a campaign against obscenity in 
communities throughout the nation 
will be sought by CDL as a move 
to combat the dissemination of sa- 
lacious literature. 

Named president of the national 
organization was a Roman Catholic 
layman, Dr. Bernard E. Donovan, as- 
sistant superintendent of schools for 
New York City. Charles H. Keating, 
Jr., of Cincinnati, who led in the 
formation of the original CDL 
group, Citizens for Decent Litera- 
ture, Inc., of Cincinnati, was elected 
chief counsel. 

Nine vice-presidents were elected. 
Among them was James M. Flana- 
gan, the associate editor of THE 
CHRISTIAN. 


In the principal address of the 
two-day meeting here the Postmas- 
ter General, Arthur E. Summerfield 
warned against indulging in ‘“ex- 
tremism” in waging war against ob- 
scenity and called for vigorous law 
enforcement linked with a positive 
emphasis on good literature. 


His address to the Conference was 
read for him by Special Assistant L. 
Rohe Walter. Any action against 
salacious literature, Mr. Summer- 
field stated, “must be thoughtful, 
sensible and fully in keeping with 
our American processes of justice, 
freedom and individuals’ rights.” 

The Postmaster General reiterated 
his advocacy of clamping down on 
distributors of obscene material 
through strengthened legislation 
and the mobilizing of community 
support. He stressed, however, that 
there is a need for giving more em- 
phasis to developing interest in 
wholesome literature. 

He cautioned that refusal of citi- 
zens to fight the salacious literature 
“racket” would result in organized 
crime taking over and the problem 
worsening. 

During the meeting Mr. Summer- 
field was cited for the “outstanding 
service you and your department 
have rendered in the campaign 
against obscenity and pornography 
by preserving the basic Judeo-Chris- 
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AT BUENOS AIRES 





—RNS 


ARCHBISHOP IAKOVOS of New 
York, head of the Greek Archdiocese 
of North and South America (cen- 
ter), and Methodist Bishop Santa 
Uberto Barbieri of Buenos Aires 
(right), two of the six World Coun- 
cil of Churches’ co-presidents, chat 
between sessions at the WCC Execu- 
tive Committee’s semi-annual meet- 
ing in Buenos Aires. At left is Dr. 
Martin Niemoeller, president of the 
Evangelical Church of Hesse and 
Nassau, Germany. 





tian principles upon which this 
great nation of ours was founded 
and developed.” 

Among some 500 persons attend- 
ing the meeting were clergymen, 
physicians, psychiatrists, psycholo- 
gists, attorneys, judges and law en- 
forcement officers. 

Basic purposes of Citizens for De- 
cent Literature were outlined at the 
conference. These are: 


1. To create public awareness of 
the nature and scope of the prob- 
lem of obscene and pornographic 
literature. 

2. To encourage the reading of 
decent literature. 

3. To expect the enforcement of 
the laws pertaining to obscene and 
pornographic literature. 

4. To serve as a medium for the 
accumulation and dissemination of 
information pertinent to the prob- 
lem. 


Patterned after the CDL organiza- 
tion in Cincinnati, the national or- 
ganization is opposed to extra-legal 
forms of censorship. National head- 
quarters will be maintained in Cin- 
cinnati. 


World Convention 
V-P Speaks in D. C. 


Garfield Todd Speaks 
On African Concerns 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—The 
Christian Church will play a key 
role in the future development 
of race relations in Africa _be- 
cause it teaches the white man 
that all,\men are equal before 
God, R. S. Garfield Todd, former 
prime minister of Southern Rho- 
desia, said here. 


Dr. Todd, who headed the govern- 
ment of Southern Rhodesia from 
1953 to 1957, and is now leader of 
the opposition party, spent 26 years 
as a missionary of the Disciples of 
Christ in that land before entering 
the government. He is first vice- 
president of the World Convention 
of Churches of Christ (Disciples). 


“The Bible teaches us that we are 
all sons of God and therefore broth- 
ers,” said the soft-spoken mission- 
ary educator in a talk which opened 
his American tour. He was in this 
country to address church groups 
and colleges in several cities. 


“When the white man came to 
Africa, the black man was so far 
below him in education, culture, 
and talent that it was easy to be 
a missionary and to assume a pa- 
ternal role,” he pointed out. 


“Now, however, the role must be 
transformed to a fraternal one, a 
relationship between equals, and 
this is a very hard adjustment for 
the white man to make. 


“In Southern Rhodesia we have 
200,000 white residents and a Negro 
population that has increased from 
an estimated 500,000 to over 2,000,- 
000 in just 60 years,” Dr. Todd said. 
“The relationship has been a simple 
one of master and servant but this 
now must change, and there is a 
great deal of resistance to the 
change. 


“Nearly all our white settlers are 
Christians,” said Dr. Todd, “and the 
church is the only agency that can 
help them meet this crisis. Its mes- 
sage of human brotherhood is the 
only one which is relevant to the 
situation and that points a way out 
for both black man and white.” 
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A MERIT AWARD is presented to 
Dr. Crispin Insaurradle, president of 
the University of Asuncion, at a 
public meeting held at Friendship 
Mission, Asuncion, Paraguay. Dr. 
Raul Pena, secretary of public health 
in the Paraguayan government 
makes the presentation. 


Meeting in Paraguay 


ASUNCION, PARAGUAY—Dr. Raul 
Pena, secretary of pubiic health in 
the cabinet of President Alfredo 
Stroessner of Paraguay, was the 
principal speaker at a public meet- 
ing held in the auditorium at 
Friendship Mission. 

The occasion was a part of the 
sixth anniversary of the founding of 
Friendship Mission, a Christian so- 
cial project in the heart of an 
economically depressed area of this 
city. 


The mission is maintained by 
Christian Churches of the United 
States and is under the direction of 
The United Christian Missionary 
Society. 


Dr. Pena was assisted by Albert 
E. Carter, charge d’affaires of the 
U. S. embassy, in the presentation of 
merit awards to over 55 professional 
men and women of this capitol city 
who have given freely of their serv- 
ices as doctors, dentists, teachers 
and lawyers in the program of 
Christian social service at the mis- 
sion. 


World Council Thanks 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND.—A letter of ap- 
preciation from the World Council of 
Churches for increased support by 
Christian Churches (Disciples of 
Christ) has been received. 

Dr. Gaines M. Cook, executive 
secretary of the International Con- 
vention of Christian Chuches, has 
acknowledged the letter which was 
sent by Frank Northam and W. A. 
Visser ‘’t Hooft, World Council 
leaders in Geneva, Switzerland. 
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Disciples were recognized for an 
increase of 15 per cent in support 
of the world church organization’s 
general budget. The increase was 
approved for the program in both 
1959 and 1960. 

In 1958, Disciples contributed 
more than $15,000 toward the $429,- 
000 budget of that group. At that 
time 587 churches were contribut- 
ing. 


Atomic Testing Issue 


BUENOS AIRES, ARGENTINA—The 
Executive Committee of the World 
Council of Churches has called on 
nuclear powers to keep working for 
an agreement for total cessation of 
atomic testing. 

The 12-member committee, meet- 
ing in Buenos Aires Feb. 8-12, also 
reiterated a call to the French gov- 
ernment not to carry out bomb tests 
in the Sahara. Dr. Franklin Clark 
Fry, president of the United Lu- 
theran Church in America, is chair- 
man of the Committee which in- 
cludes representatives from churches 
in Europe, Africa, Asia, Latin Amer- 
ica and the United States. 

The action on French tests said, 
“Noting public announcements that 
the government of France is pro- 
ceeding with nuclear testing in 
the’ Sahara, the Executive Commit- 
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tee reaffirms the position that so 
long as international control is un- 
der discussion, powers which have 
not made tests as yet should not 
launch them anywhere for military 
purposes.” 

The longer statement addressed 
to the United States, British, and 
Soviet governments asked for con- 
tinued efforts at the current Ge- 
neva talks to reach the aim of dis- 
continuing tests of all types and 
sizes. The Executive Committee 
suggested that the three govern- 
ments make an effort to break the 
Geneva stalemate by demonstrating 
“their readiness promptly to nego- 
tiate a treaty covering all forms of 
testing which can now be detected.” 

The World Council leaders 
claimed that an eventual treaty is 
possible only “if a formal agree- 
ment to ban the underground test- 
ing of smaller nuclear weapons, at 
least for a specified period of time” 
is reached on condition that “ar- 
rangements be made for interna- 
tional cooperation in devising more 
adequate means of detection and 
for international inspection of ex- 
plosions for peaceful purposes.” 


Dr. O. Frederick Nolde, of New 
York and Philadelphia, Pa., director 
of the Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs, told the 
committee that the Geneva confer- 
ence is now at a critical point. 


New Way to Fight Delinquency 





YOUNGSTERS look over applications at a state-licensed Youth Employment 
Agency with the ministers of the two North Philadelphia churches col- 


laborating in the project to help combat delinquency. 


The clergymen 


are Leon H. Sullivan (left) of Zion Baptist church, a Negro congregation 


affiliated with the American Baptist Convention; 


and William Vaughn 


Ischie, Jr., of Christ Episcopal church, which has been white but now has 
a few Negro members. The two congregations are believed to be the 


only ones having state-licensed employment agencies, whose services are 


advertised in the daily press. The new combined egency hopes to find 
after-school jobs for youths, as well as to serve older teen-agers. 
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OUR SOCIAL CONCERNS 


The Statistical Fact of Poverty 





by Robert A. Fangmeier 


SENTENCE in a report about 

more than one million American 
citizens stands out rather awk- 
wardly. It is “Behind the statistical 
fact of poverty, glimpses of the lives 
of exploited people emerged .. .” 
It is a report about the migrant 
farm worker, the men, women and 
children who pick the crops from 
the Atlantic to the Pacific each year. 
The fact of poverty is awkward, 
embarrassing, almost unbelievable 
to the millions of Americans who 
thank God each day that they live 
in a land of abundance. 


But let a Texas doctor tell the 
story. He says, “The children of 
migrant parents are born into a 
world completely of their own. An 
anemic mother, and possibly a tuber- 
cular father—a life that will take 
him into his world where he may 
possibly die within one year, either 
from diarrhea, tuberculosis or mal- 
nutrition. His infancy would be a 
very close association with his 
brothers and sisters. Their home 
would be a one- or _ two-room 
shack with no inside running water 
and no flushing-toilet facilities. If 
he lives to be of a school age, he 
could possibly go to many schools on 
different occasions at different 
places, but will never average more 
than three years of schooling in his 


life. .. . His future life will be one 
of wandering, poverty and more 
sickness .. .” 


The doctor was but one witness 
who appeared before public hearings 
of a private organization, The Na- 
tional Advisory Committee on 
Farm Labor, in Washington, D. C. 
The published report of the Na- 
tional Advisory Committee, “Report 
on Farm Labor,” also declares: (1) 
the national average annual wage 
for men and women employed at 
farm work for more than 25 days 
(the latest complete figures avail- 
able) was only $892 including $154 
of non-farm earnings; (2) in 
1958 about 227,000 of the workers 
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were children and most of them are 
retarded in school; (3) although 
some good housing exists for mi- 
grants, most farm workers have 
makeshift housing: shacks, tents, 
barracks, even trucks while on trek, 
which lack elementary sanitation. 

Only very rarely do migrants 
benefit from social legislation that 
protects workers in other types of 
employment. With notable excep- 
tions there is no minimum wage, 
social security, health or retirement 
benefits. Puerto Rican and Mexican 
workers fare somewhat better than 
native migrants. They come into 
the United States under a contract 
negotiated by their government 
which guarantees a minimum 
amount of work and pay, insurance, 
minimal transportation safety and 
housing conditions. There are no 
such guarantees for American work- 
ers. 

The plight of the migrant is not 
unfamiliar to church people. The 
Disciples of Christ have for years 
had a ministry among the migrants 
working with the National Council 
of Churches of Christ. The National 
Catholic Welfare Conference and 
other private religious and secular 
groups likewise have labored to im- 
prove the conditions of the migrant. 
Protestant and Catholic leaders are 
hopeful that some of the long sought 
after improvements in farm labor 
conditions may finally come about 
as the result of the deep concern of 
many members of the U. S. Con- 
gress. 

One bill to improve educational 
opportunities of migrant children 
has been introduced by Rep. Edith 
Green, a member of the First Chris- 
tian Church, Portland, Oregon. The 
bill emphasizes that control of edu- 
cation must remain a local respon- 
sibility but that “the interstate 
movement of migrant agricultural 
employees imposes severe burdens 
on local educational agencies in dis- 
charging their responsibilities with 








respect to the education of the chil- 
dren of such employees who tem- 
porarily reside within their school 
district.” Similar legislation has 
been introduced in the Senate by 
Senator Harrison Williams. Copies 
of these bills may be obtained by 
writing your own Congressman or 
Mrs. Green or Senator Williams. 

Hearings on other aspects of mi- 
grant labor legislation already have 
taken place under the chairmanship 
of Senator Williams of the Senate 
Subcommittee on Migrant Labor. 
They dealt with bills by Senators 
McNamara and Clark (S. 1085) to 
provide a minimum wage floor for 
migrant workers employed by large 
corporate farms; S. 1778 by Senators 
Javits and Keating to provide for 
the registration of migrant labor 
contractors engaged in interstate 
commerce; S. 2141 by Senator Mc- 
Namara and others to amend the 
Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 
so as to bring agricultural child 
labor within its protection. 


Senator Williams in summarizing 
his own feelings after hearings of 
migrant labor problems declared 
that public concern for these prob- 
lems should be based on three fun- 
damental propositions: 


(1) a democratic and affluent so- 
ciety such as ours will not tolerate 
pockets of poverty and human deg- 
radation such as those presented 
by the migrant laborer. 


(2) a democratic society deplores 
exploitation of the weak and un- 
informed. 


(3) a democratic society does not 
accept the concept of inequality by 
birth; and, therefore, will not per- 
mit economic hardship, educational 
disadvantages, and health disabil- 
ities, to be passed on from parent to 
child. It surely follows that we 
must find effective means to prevent 
the children of migrant laborers 
from inheriting the extremely un- 
fortunate economic circumstances of 
their parents. 
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Questions About Pastoral Counseling 


Shouldn’t counseling be done by 
professional counselors—the  psy- 
chiatrists, psychologists, vocational 
couselors, marriage counselors— 
those that are trained to do it? 


In the first place, there aren’t 
enough professional counselors to 
go around. There are many parts 
of the country where there are no 
psychiatrists or vocational or mar- 
riage counselors. The pastor and 
the physician are the only ones 
available to deal with people’s prob- 
lems. Even where such trained per- 
sons are available, their schedules 
are often crowded and they are 
over-worked and have long waiting 
lists. However, we would thor- 
oughly agree that no pastor should 
attempt to do something that he is 
not trained to do or something that 
someone else can do better. He 
should work in the closest coopera- 
tion with the specialists—the psy- 
chiatrists, school counselors, social 
workers, etc. 


We would point out that he, too, 
is a specialist. He is a specialist 
in the place of religion in life, in 
human values, human relationships. 
He has an emphasis and a con- 
tribution no one else is making. 
Other specialists recognize this and 
are very frequently enlisting his 
services in their work with people. 

We should emphasize that pas- 
tors are more and more being 
trained to do counseling of a credit- 
able and professional quality. All 
of our seminaries have some offer- 
ing in this field. 

Finally, most of the problems are 
of the type that can be handled by 
the pastor—the student troubled by 
religious doubt, the couple con- 
cerned about an inter-faith mar- 
riage, or just anxious to plan most 
effectively for their marriage, the 
young woman despondent after a 
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broken love affair, the couple whose 
marriage has run into difficulty, the 
young man trying to decide if he 
should enter the ministry—the list 
is endless. 


These people are not mentally 
sick; they do not need a psychia- 
trist; they do not need a doctor; but 
they could be helped greatly by an 
understanding pastor. 


Isn’t there a danger in too much 
of an emphasis on “peace of mind”? 


Of course. There is also a dan- 
ger without it. We think we under- 
stand the concern behind such a 
question. The gospel challenges us 
to activity, to service, even sacrifi- 
cial service. This seems contrary 
to an emphasis on peace of mind. 

There are many people who des- 
perately need some sense of tran- 
quility and serenity, some inner ad- 


justment that frees them from 
worry, anxiety, fear, guilt, ten- 
sion, those attitudes that are 
so characteristic of our’ time 


and culture. The person who has 
no peace of mind is not going to 
make any contribution or know the 
value of life, “abundant life” as 
Jesus put it, until some inner peace 
is found. 

This is what the pastor is try- 
ing to help people attain. The 
gospel does offer freedom from 
guilt, anxiety, and fear. The New 
Testament is full of it. (It is much 
easier to write about than it is to 
take one person and help him work 
through his own experience until 
he gains some freedom.) 

This is never seen as an end in 
itself, however. It is to help a 
person free himself so that he can 
commit himself—give himself in a 
life of fuller service. 


How does a pastor keep from 
getting emotionally involved when 


he has to work with so many peo- 
ple who are sick, or in sorrow, or 
troubled, or disturbed about some 
personal problem? 


This is a question we are fre- 
quently asked by pastors and lay- 
men alike. There is no easy an- 
swer. Of course the pastor does get 
emotionally involved because he is 
human and these are his people 
and he is concerned. However, he 
must train himself to be objective— 
not an indifferent objectivity but a 
“concerned objectivity” like the 
doctor who is concerned about his 
patients but who must be objective 
to think clearly for their own good. 


Also the pastor has to believe in 
people. They can grow; they can 
make their own decisions if they 
can gain an atmosphere where they 
can think clearly. He doesn’t have 
to, in fact can’t, make all their 
decisions for them. He has to be- 
lieve in the counseling process. This 
takes time. It doesn’t come all at 
once. Just as the teacher begins 
each year confident of the learning 
process because she knows her stu- 
dents don’t have this knowledge yet, 
but if they will persist, if they 
will make the effort, it can be at- 
tained; so the counselor starts with 
an individual or a couple, and he 
knows the growth that is needed 
may be gradual; it may take time; 
but it will come. Furthermore, he 


knows God is concerned about 
these persons too. He isn’t work- 
ing alone. 


On the other hand we should 
point out that there is another side 
to the story. _While some of this is 
discouraging at times, there are 
other times when it is inspiring. 
The pastor sees growth take place, 
forgiveness gained, new purpose and 
new goals realized. There is no 
greater reward than this. 
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OUNG Dr. Bailey sat in his 
study at the church with his 
notes for Sunday’s sermon on 
the desk before him. But he 
wasn’t thinking about his ser- 
mon, although with Sunday only 
two days away he should have 
been contemplating his message 
seriously. He was, instead, 
thinking about Clay Morton. 
That boy had, Dr. Bailey was 
sure, everything that it takes to 
make a minister—a winning 
personality, fluent speech, fine ap- 
pearance, good manners, sincer- 
ity, eagerness to serve his church 
and community, a Christian 
background—everything but the 
personal conviction that the min- 
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istry was his destiny. He had 
been very active in the youth 
organization of the church and 
his impact there was tremendous. 
Dr. Bailey had been working on 
Clay a good deal lately, trying 
to persuade him at least to con- 
sider the ministry or some form 
of religious leadership. 

But the young man had re- 
mained undecided. He thought, 
he had said evasively, that he 
had other talents. Dr. Bailey 
had asked what in particular. 

“Well,” Clay had replied, a bit 
defiantly, “acting. I’ve been try- 
ing out in the Little Theater 
Group up town, and they think 
I’m good. They think I’ve really 
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got something. I’ve discovered, 
too, that I like it. And I’ve got 
a chance to go on the road this 
summer which I think I'll take— 
summer stock shows, you know— 
so I won’t be available for that 
counselling job at church camp 
that you wanted me to take. I’m 
sorry, Dr. Bailey, but I feel that 
I have to use my talents. When 
I start college next year I’m go- 
ing to take dramatics. I think 
Tll make it my career. If not 
acting itself, then teaching 
dramatics.” 

“Acting!”’ the minister had ex- 
claimed, stunned. “But your 
leadership among the young 
people of the church is so fine. 
You’ve had such an impact on 
them, and the boys’ class you are 
teaching, and even on the older 
people. You’ve won their admira- 
tion and respect. And we really 
need you at church camp, you 
know. Clay—oh, Clay, I was so 
in hopes that you would want to 
make evangelistic work your 
career.” 

“T thought I would, too, once,” 
Clay had admitted. “But now 
I’m uncertain. I know that I 
have a gift for acting, and gifts 
are from God and it is wrong to 
throw away, isn’t it? But I will 
act, believe me, Dr. Bailey, for 
the glory of God. It can be done. 
Besides, acting is so creative— 
you have to project yourself into 
the character you are portraying. 
You have to think yourself into 
a role. You see what I mean?” 

Dr. Bailey had said yes, sor- 
rowfully. 

Now the church youth group 
were working on a missionary 
play to stage Sunday night, with 
Clay in the leading role. He was 
throwing himself into it with his 
usual enthusiasm and_ serious- 
ness. Dr. Bailey had watched 
last night’s rehearsal, and he had 
to admit that Clay was really 
good in the part, and seemed to 
be enjoying himself. As he pon- 
dered the case the pastor decided 
that he would argue the point 
with the boy no more. Clay had 
to make his own decision. Ob- 
viously he did have great talents 
as an actor. But he also had the 
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gift of Christian leadership. 

Dr. Bailey bowed his head and 
prayed that Clay would make the 
right decision, that he would use 
his gift in whatever field God 
thought best. Then the young 
minister went serenely at the 
task of finishing his sermon 
which was most pertinent to the 
issue, for it was about the gifts 
of God and how people should 
use them to God’s glory, in what- 
ever field these gifts might lie. 

As he left his study, going out 
through the church, he noticed 
a figure seated in the back pew, 
with head bowed and open Bible 
on his knees. It was Clay Mor- 
ton. Dr. Bailey went out quietly 
and left the youth to his medita- 
tions. 


And on Sunday morning Dr. 
Bailey delivered a sermon so in- 
spired that he was humbled be- 
fore his own words. Many of 
his parishoners wept openly and, 
at the close of the service, as- 
sured him that they would use 
their talents, great or small, in 
God’s service. But Clay Morton 
just shook hands and hurried 
out with only a formal “Good 
sermon, Dr. Bailey.” His words, 
somehow, brought a feeling of 
depression, although the minister 
scolded himself for the feeling. 
He had no right either to dictate 
or to judge. He must leave the 
matter in God’s hands, and go 
on about his duties. 

That night the missionary play 
was staged. Dr. Bailey sat in 
the front row watching rever- 
ently as the beautiful selfless 
story of the missionary was per- 
formed. Clay was brilliant in 
his role of the missionary wholly 
devoted-to the cause of Christ. 
Well, maybe brilliant wasn’t the 
exact word. He was convincing, 
ardently, intensely so. His face 
was exalted, and Dr. Bailey mar- 
veled. It was apparent that Clay, 
as he expressed it, had “thought 
himself into the role.” 

The audience was moved by 
the performance as deeply as 
they had been by the sermon 
that morning. There was ap- 
plause, there were murmurs of 
appreciation, there were tears. 


This play, the pastor thought, has 
certainly accomplished its pur- 
pose: it has reawakened and in- 
creased interest in missions. But 
the letdown feeling persisted. 
Long after the audience had dis- 
persed he sat there pondering. 
This boy, he thought, does have 
a fine talent for acting. He has 
demonstrated it conclusively here 
tonight. 


Finally he roused and steeled 
himself to go backstage where 
some of the players were still re- 
moving makeup and changing 
costumes. He must congratulate 
Clay, sincerely and honestly. If 
this were God’s will, then so be it. 

There were several dressing 
rooms, some only curtained off. 
The door to Clay’s room was 
closed. Dr. Bailey tapped on it 
lightly. 

After a second or so, there 
was a movement inside, and Clay 
opened the door. There was a 
Bible lying on his dressing table. 

“I was hoping you’d come, Dr. 
Bailey,” he said. The minister 
entered and took the boy’s hand 
warmly. 

“Well, you proved your point, 
Clay,” he said. “I honestly don’t 
believe I ever saw a finer per- 
formance. I was as moved by it 
as the rest of the audience. It 
hurts me to admit defeat, but I 
have to say that you are an 
actor, a good one. Anyway, God 
doesn’t call everyone to the min- 
istry, and it was presumptuous 
of me to try to influence you. I 
know you will use your talent in 
His service.” 


“Yes, sir, I will,” Clay an- 
swered, his face shining. “But it 
won’t be in the field of acting. 
What you saw tonight was no 
performance. It was real—the 
realest thing that ever happened 
to me. I thought myself into 
that role—felt myself into it, so 
completely that God revealed my 
mission in life to me. Dr. Bailey, 
I’m going to enter ministerial 
school next fall. I want to bea 
missionary. And, by the way, 
that means that I will also be 
available for that counselling job 
you wanted me to take at the 
church camp this summer.” 
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International Uniform 
Sunday School Lesson, 
March 27, 1960 











Scripture: Acts 28:16-24, 30-31. 
HAT would you do if you 
had to spend two years in 

jail? Or, to put it a little more 

mildly, suppose you were under 
house arrest, in chains and with 

a soldier and a guard constantly 

at your side. One might spend 

his time trying to devise ways of 
getting free or, one might do 
nothing. 

If he were Saul of Tarsus, he 
would busy himself, insofar as 
his chains permitted, at the same 
kind of werk in which he had 
spent his life since his conver- 
sion on the Damascus Road. Such 
activity of Paul is the subject of 
our lesson today. 

The long and perilous journey 
finally at an end, Paul and his 
traveling companions and guards 
arrived in Rome. Whether it was 
expected or not, I do not know, 
but Paul “was allowed to stay 
by himself, with the soldier that 
guarded him.” (Acts 28:16.) 

As we are told near the end 
of the Acts (Verse 30) Paul lived 
there two years, “at his own ex- 
pense.” Presumably, the fact 
that he was a Roman citizen and 
was simply coming to make an 
appeal and was not yet a con- 
demned prisoner entitled him to 
this freedom. 

Looking back over his career, 
it is quite evident why he was in 
trouble so often. He was a Jew 
and he believed that Jesus of 
Nazareth was the fulfillment of 
the Jewish hopes for a Messiah. 
Most of the Jews did not accept 
this belief. Therefore, whenever 
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Chained, 


“Where the Scriptures Speak .. .” 


Paul or anyone else preached the 
Lordship of Christ, there was 
trouble. 

And Rome did not like trouble. 
Above all else, she wanted to 
keep the Jewish people quiet and 
without cause to make political 
difficulties. When Paul preached 


to the Jews his beliefs, of course ~ 


there was trouble. Every place 
he preached there were some con- 
verts and this only added to the 
great desire of the majority to 
get rid of Paul. 

A lesser person might have ad- 
mitted defeat, so far as the ma- 
jority of Judaism was concerned, 
and contented himself with the 
fellowship of other Christians in 
Paul’s circumstances. But not 
Paul! “After three days he called 
together the local leaders of the 





but not Silent 


by the Editor 


Jews.” (Verse 17.) He was 
chained but he was not silent. 


Paul based his case on the fact 
that he had neither harmed his 
own people nor done anything con- 
trary to “the customs of our fa- 
thers.” Here is the whole issue 
of the relationship of Jewish 
Christians to Gentile Christians 
again. Paul feels now that he 
has done his best to keep Hebrew 
custom while preaching the ful- 
fillment of Hebrew Messianic 
hopes in Jesus Christ. 


His closing argument with his 
own people was that it was be- 
cause of “the hope of Israel” that 
he was now being held for trial. 
Israel’s hope had been fulfilled 
and he had dared to preach this 
fact. When others of his own 


people did not accept these views 
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Paul had to suffer the physical 
consequences. 

Now he was right back at it 
again. His people were kindly 
enough, although not convinced 
by his discussion. They said they 
had not heard anything about 
Paul. (Verse 21.) But they had 
heard about “this sect.” (Verse 
22.) That is how the Christian 
church appeared to many Jews, 
like another heretical sect within 
Judaism. 

Paul could not go to the syna- 
gogue, but the people came to 
him “in great numbers.” Preach- 
ing the validity of Jesus’ revela- 
tion as a fulfillment of the law 
of Moses and the prophets, Paul 
convinced some, “while others 
disbelieved.” (Verse 24.) 


This brings us to the close of 
the Acts of the Apostles. It is 
the most unsatisfactory ending 
of any book in the Bible, I sup- 
pose. Our great desire to know 
what happened to Paul has to re- 
main unfulfilled. Luke must 
have completed the document 
before Paul’s appearance before 
Caesar. Some people feel that 
a wait of two years in such cases 
as Paul’s was not uncommon. 

Many traditions have grown 
up about Paul, about his illness 
and about his death. One says 
that Paul was boiled in oil. An- 
other says that he was released 
and that he continued to preach 
in Rome until he was finally con- 
demned. Several early traditions 
have it that both Peter and Paul 
were killed during the first great 


Meaning for Today 


HIS concluding lesson in our 
‘cae of the Acts of the 
Apostles may well remind us that 
Christianity is a historical reli- 
gion. 

Our faith is founded on more 
than some general ideas about the 
world and our life in it. It con- 
sists of more than merely shining 
ideals, lofty concepts or visionary 
principles. It can never be fully 
formulated in any creedal state- 
ment. The central focus of our 
faith is directed toward a histori- 
cal person who has completely 
captivated the hearts and minds 
of his followers. 


Looming far above our own 
lives stands the Man of Galilee 
who offers us the fullest revela- 
tion of God. We regard the 
story of his passion and exalta- 
tion not as a symbol or allegory 
but as something which has been 
done for us at a specific time and 
place. In Jesus we find both the 
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by Herschell H. Richmond 


image of God as he wants to be 
known to us and the image of 
man as he wants us to be. 


In the gospel we discover the 
source of power to remake hu- 
man personality after the like- 
ness of our Creator. Those who 
share the vision and compassion 
of Jesus discover that he brings 
forth among men a new mind, 
a new heart, a new aim and am- 
bition, a new quality of life al- 
together. 

Once we yield our lives to 
Christ we become men and 
women of destiny. Regardless of 
circumstance we know ourselves 
to be “more than conquerors 
through him who loved us.” It 
matters little that we cannot 
know what the future holds for 
mankind upon earth. Sufficient 
is the assurance that, since in 
Jesus Christ the eternal God en- 
tered into human life, a divine 
purpose and power is now at 


persecution under Nero. We 
simply cannot know about the 
facts of these matters. 

One thing we do know. Paul 
certainly did fight a good fight. 
He was never afraid for his own 
personal safety and we cannot 
imagine that anything that hap- 
pened after the close of the in- 
cidents related in The Acts would 
have changed him. Even in 
chains, he did not take the easy 
way and avoid the Jews who 
were not Christian. He continued 
to try to convert them. 

Modern times have seen count- 
erparts of Paul, so far as willing- 
ness to suffer for the gospel is 
concerned. We shall likely never 
see his superior in depth of devo- 
tion and height of loyalty. 


work in the world. Because God 
raised Jesus from the dead we 
are confident that his purpose of 
good is ultimately beyond defeat. 

This faith, firmly rooted in a 
mighty act of God, gives us con- 
fidence for living this life and 
hope for the life to come. Eternal 
life is not merely life in time, 
but a quality of life to which God 
calls us even now. If anything 
in this world deserves to endure 
it is the heart and mind of Christ. 
Because Christ lives, we also may 
live. 


Not only has God entered into 
human life through Christ, but 
he also raises up faithful wit- 
nesses to the gospel in every 
generation. Such a witness was 
Paul. Even though the apostle 
came to Rome bound in chains, 
he regarded himself as an am- 
bassador of Christ to a pagan 
world. 

God used Paul to bridge the 
vast gulf between the Jewish and 
Greek world. He came to Rome 
chained, but not silent. He was 
circumscribed but not  intimi- 
dated. And even now “he, being 
dead, yet speaketh” of Christ the 
Savior of the world. 

Even in chains Paul was free 
because he voluntarily became a 
prisoner of the Lord. 
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Disciples Join With Others 
In Education Program 


Congo Seminary 


A program for university-level 
training of Christian ministers 
in the Belgian Congo will begin 
in October upon the opening of 
the Protestant Theological Semi- 
nary at Elisabethville, in south- 
eastern Congo. 


It will be a union venture with 
Presbyterians and Methodists par- 
ticipating along 
with Disciples. 
Others may join 
soon. The semi- 
* nary will be on 
a site adjoining 
the campus of 
the State Uni- 
versity at Elisa- 
bethville. 

A number of 
Congolese minis- 
ters of the Disci- 
Richard Dodson— Ples of Christ 


named to faculty, ©9280 Mission, 
who have com- 


pleted the junior-college-level Pas- 
tors’ School in Bolenge, are expected 
to apply for seminary training. 

Support amounting to $600 a year 
for a single student and $1,200 a 
year plus family allocations for 
married students is to be provided. 

Richard Dodson, who has been 
serving at Bosobele for The United 
Christian Missionary Society, is as- 
signed to the new faculty on behalf 
of Disciples. He is to teach, oversee 
the library and serve as seminary 
treasurer. 

A minimum of three seminary 
professors is expected to be re- 
quired. Students will receive addi- 
tional instruction at the State Uni- 
versity through a cooperative ar- 
rangement. 

The size of the student body for 
the first year is not known. 

In negotiations leading up to the 
founding of the seminary program 
the Disciples were represented by 
Ralph A. Tillery of the Pastors’ 
School at Bolenge. 


Heads CWF Body 


BLOOMINGTON, INp.—Mrs. Pauline 
Thames of Fort Worth, Texas, has 
been elected president of the Na- 
tional Association of State and Pro- 
vincial Secretaries and Presidents of 
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Christian Women’s Fellowship. 

Mrs. Thames succeeds Mrs. James 
R. Beach of Georgia as the result 
of elections held in connection with 
the annual CWF staff meeting Jan. 
22 to 25 at Bloomington, Ind. 

Serving with Mrs. Thames are 
Mrs. Ethel W. Darling of Denver, 
Colo., vice-president; Mrs. Alfred B. 
Curry of Syracuse, N. Y., secretary; 
and Mrs. Anna Belle Jones of In- 
dianapolis, treasurer. 


Annual Meeting in Indianapolis 
K. E. Munson President 
Unified Promotion Board 


K. Everett Munson, pastor of 
First Christian Church of May- 
wood, Ill., was elected president 
of the board of directors of Uni- 
fied Promotion in the annual 
meeting of the board in Indian- 
apolis, February 29. 

Mrs. Warren G. Birnbaum, Rich- 
mond, Va., and state secretary of 
the Christian Women’s Fellowship, 
was named vice-president, and D. 
Ervin Sheets of Indianapolis, gen- 
eral representative of the Pension 
Fund, was named chairman of the 
central (executive) committee. 


Re-elected were Miss Jessie M. 
Trout, secretary, Miss Ann Davidson, 
treasurer, and Spencer P. Austin, ex- 
ecutive secretary, all of Indianap- 
olis. 


In the annual meeting of mem- 
bers, by-laws of the corporation 
were amended to enlarge the board 
from 33 to 37 members. The action 
anticipates the addition of four new 
member agencies to Unified Pro- 
motion on July 1, 1960. 

These are the International Con- 
vention of Christian Churches (Dis- 
ciples of Christ), Cotner College, 
Lincoln, Neb., Chapman College, 
Orange, Calif., and the Disciples 
Seminary Foundation of Southern 
California. 


“Enlargement of the board,” ac- 
cording to Spencer P. Austin, “is a 
move toward a more effective and 
a more representative body of di- 
rectors for Unified Promotion.” 


In 1958-1959, Unified Promotion, 
the “united fund” of the brother- 
hood, received $5,190,158.80 from 
4,381 churches in the United States 
and Canada. These funds were dis- 
tributed to the 56 member agencies 


as allocated by the Commission on 
Brotherhood Finance. Budget _ re- 
quests of the agencies for the cur- 
rent year total $6,238,141 for home 
and overseas mission work, member 
colleges and seminaries, state so- 
cieties and other outreach programs 
of the brotherhood. 

A study of church giving through 
Unified Promotion during the past 
ten years was reported to the board. 
The study revealed that 1,051 more 
churches included Unified Promo- 
tion in their budgets in 1958-59 than 
in 1949-50. 


It was also reported that there 
was a gain of approximately 14% 
per cent in funds received by Uni- 
fied Promotion for the first seven 
months of the current year over the 
amount received in the same period 
last year. 

Presiding at the annual meeting 
of the board was Theo. O. Fisher 
pastor of the Northwood Christian 
Church, Indianapolis, vice-president 
of the Unified Promotion board. 


For City Association 
And Residence in Denver 


Test Case Victory 


DENVER, CoLo.—The Association 
of Christian Churches here has won 
a test case before the Denver Board 
of Equalization granting tax ex- 
emptions for the Campbell-Stone 
Memorial Residence, a home owned 
and operated by the association as 
a residence for elderly people 
among the Christian Churches, 


This new ruling provides a saving 
in operation costs of some $12,000 
a year and will enable the associa- 
tion to continue to operate the 
home at a low rate of rent. 


The Campbell-Stone Memorial 
Residence was completed in Janu- 
ary, 1959, at a cost of more than 


* $500,000. The building consists of 


six floors above the ground level 
and has 66 units. 

The residence is not regarded as 
a “home for the aged” similar to 
National Benevolent Association af- 
filiates, but a method of providing 
economical housing for elderly peo- 
ple among the Christian Churches. 
Nursing care and meals are not pro- 
vided. 

Roy Bishop, pastor of Mountair 
Christian Church here, is president 
and Verlin H. Stump is director of 
church extension for the city Chris- 
tian Church organization. 
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Citation to Harrison 





by Thomas P. Inabinett 


A. DALE FIERS presents Russell F. 

Harrison a citation from the World 

Council of Christian Education and 
Sunday School Association 


INDIANAPOLIS—Russell F. Harrison, 
executive secretary of missionary 
education for The United Christian 
Missionary Society, has been pre- 
sented a certificate for outstanding 
service by the World Council of 
Christian Education and Sunday 
School Association (WCCESSA). 

For four years prior to September, 
1959, Mr. Harrison was associate 
general secretary of WCCESSA. He 
received the award from A. Dale 
Fiers, chairman of the North Ameri- 
can Committee of WCCESSA and 
president of The United Society. 

The certificate notes “the faithful 
service and dedicated leadership” of 
Mr. Harrison. 





Obituaries 
Claude L. Welch 


St. Lours—Claude L. Welch, a 
member of the executive committee 
of the board of directors of the 
Christian Board of Publication and 
chairman of the administrative 
board of Union Avenue Christian 
Church here, died March 1. 

The 51-year-old executive of the 
Ralston-Purina Company was one 
of the best-known Disciples in the 
St. Louis area. He had served nu- 
merous positions of leadership at 
Union Avenue Church and on behalf 
of the Disciples Council of Greater 
St. Louis. 

Surviving are his wife, two daugh- 
ters and a son. Mrs. Welch, the 
former Mary Eleanor Peggs, is a 
graduate of Butler University. He 
graduated from Washington Uni- 
versity. 

Services were held March 4 at the 
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church, with G. Curtis Jones, pastor, 
officiating. 


George Huggins 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND.—George A. 
Huggins, actuary consultant of the 
Pension Fund of Christian Churches 
(Disciples), died Dec. 30, 1959, at the 
age of 78. 

Mr. Huggins had helped to set up 
more pension plans than any other 
individual and was the “father” of 
the Church Pensions Conference 
which has provided valuable help 
and inspiration for church pension 
Officials for 45 years. 

The old Board of Ministerial Re- 
lief sought his advice in 1914 and 
in 1916 he became actuary for the 
organization. When the Pension 
Fund was organized in 1928 he con- 
tinued on until 1946, when his com- 
pany became actuarial consultants. 


Brotherhood News 


Mrs. Nelson Schuster 


St. Lours—Alice Bristow Schus- 
ter, wife of Nelson Schuster, minis- 
ter of the Christian Church at Over- 
land, near here, died March 1, the 
result of leukemia. 

Mrs. Schuster, who was 43, is sur- 
vived by her husband, a teen-age 
son and a daughter in the immedi- 
ate family; and her mother and 
three sisters. 

Services were held at the Over- 
land Church March 4, with Lester 
B. Rickman, general secretary of the 
Missouri Association of Christian 
Churches, and W. Elbert Starn, ex- 
ecutive secretary of the Disciples 
Council of Greater St. Louis, offi- 
ciating. 

Mrs. Schuster was a graduate of 
a Baltimore, Md., business college. 
She served with her husband in 
various pastorates in Colorado, West 
Virginia, Georgia and Texas. 
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with 


Tennessee Ernie Ford 





A new, unique record album for 
the whole family and individuals, 
too! 

This unusual album offers a new 
concept in recording, based on 
Tennessee Ernie's belief that hymns 
were never meant to be sung alone. 
The record contains 14 of the best 
loved and most sung hymns. The 
album includes the printed words, 
with the music arranged into four- 
part harmony—so that the family can 
sing the different parts or in unison. 
There’s something about everyone 
singing together that gives the whole 
thing more meaning, more reverence 
and more joy! 

Also, it is ideal for easy listening. 
Sixteen others blend their voices with 
Tennessee Ernie, in trios, quartets, 
and choirs. In the background the 
organ alternates with guitar, bass, 
chimes, bells, vibes and tympani. It 
all makes for a fine sound. 

You'll enjoy listening to and sing- 
ing such wonderful songs of praise 
as Onward, Christian Soldiers, I Love 
to Tell the Story, All Hail the Power, 
Bringing in the Sheaves, and others. 


$4.98; stereo, $5.98 


CHRISTIAN BOARD 
OF PUBLICATION 
Box 179, St. Louis 66, Mo. 
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A Conference of Major Significance 


Stratesy of World Mission 


by Robert H. MeNeill 


INDIANAPOLIS—Some 175 men and 
women who provide leadership 
among Christian Churches (Disci- 
ples) of 34 states and areas in the 
United States and two provinces in 
Canada spent four days here be- 
coming better acquainted with and 
discussing the “strategy” of world 
mission. 

Sessions were held at the Severin 
Hotel and at Missions Building in 
Indianapolis. The conference, held 
Feb. 2-5, was called by the Disciples’ 
Council of Agencies. Its program 
was arranged by the World Mission 
Division of The United Christian 
Missionary Society. 

The study was centered on a 27- 
page booklet, “Strategy of World 
Mission: Basic Policy of the Divi- 
sion of World Mission.” Text of 
the policy statement has been writ- 
ten, reviewed and re-written (with 
the help of church leaders of the 
homeland and those of other lands) 
over a period of more than 10 years. 
It is described as an instrument of 
policy which “must grow and 
change with the times.” 

Sparking interest in the confer- 
ence were such questions as: “How 
are the nationalist revolutions af- 
fecting Africa and the Far East? 
What are we doing about these 
changes? And where shall we go 
from here?” 

Dr. Virgil A. Sly, executive chair- 
man of the Division of World Mis- 
sion, pointed up one_ important 
phase of current problems when he 
told the assembly that “We know 
that we have no right as West- 
erners to try to reproduce western 
Christianity among the people of 
the east (or other lands). We 
know that our obligation is to give 
them Christ and let his spirit move 
and grow among them.” 

Other United Society leaders (in- 
cluding missionaries) spoke to the 
assembly, participated in panels and 
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took part in group discussions. Miss 
Jessie M. Trout, United Society vice- 
president, conducted worship serv- 
ices at each session based on sug- 
gestions solicited from and received 
from key church leaders in each 
of seven mission lands. 

United Society leaders also en- 
listed the help of other Disciples 
through addresses and other leader- 
ship including the following: W. A. 
Welsh, East Dallas (Tex.) Church 
minister; Dr. Emory Ross, co-author 
with his wife of the book, Africa 
Disturbed; Dr. Donald A. McGav- 
ran, traveling professor of mission, 
Bethany College, Bethany, W. Va.; 
and Dr. Wilbur H. Cramblet of St. 
Louis, Mo., president of the Chris- 
tian Board of Publication and chair- 
man of the Council of Agencies. 

Helping the conference leaders to 
get a perspective on the strategy 
from their positions outside the Dis- 
ciple brotherhood were: Dr. Alford 
Carleton of Boston, Mass., mission 
executive of the Congregational 
Christian Churches; Dr. Luther A. 
Gotwald, a former missionary of the 
United Lutheran Church who is 
executive secretary of the Division 
of Foreign Missions of the National 
Council (U. S. A.); Dr. Absolom R. 
Vilakazi, a layman of the Presby- 
terian Church of South Africa who 
is professor at the Kennedy School 
of Missions, Hartford, Conn.; Miss 
Clara M. French, mission executive 
of the WSCS of the Methodist 
Church, New York City; and Pierre 
Benignus of the Paris (France) 
Evangelical Mission, a French board 
with a large mission program. 

Reports of the findings of seven 
discussion groups indicated general 
indorsement of the basic policy. 
Some further changes or refine- 
ments were suggested by the groups 
for the consideration of the United 
Society staff and its Board of Man- 
agers and its Board of Trustees, 


who will periodically review all mis- 
sion procedure and projection. 

Many matters of policy and pro- 
cedure were discussed including the 
following: 


ONE.—That the mission of west- 
ern Christian Churches be purged 
of “colonial” posture, ‘colonial’ 
mentality and other Western-ism. 

TWO.—That the mission seek to 
establish self-reliant congregations 
that embody the teachings of the 
New Testament and the ideals of our 
Lord and provide the fundamental 
New Testament principle of the con- 
gregational form of church govern- 
ment and spiritual nurture without 
autocratic control. 

THREE.—That today’s great 
changes in ideas linked with swifter 
communication be taken into ac- 
count as they mean the greatest and 
fastest revolution in the history of 
the world, involving more people 
and in more ways than ever before. 
That recognition of current condi- 
tions leads and requires the mission 
to provide arrangements and facil- 
ities equal to the job of rapid adjust- 
ments. 

FOUR.—That congregations of 
Christians in all lands be challenged 
to identify themselves with cooper- 
ative Christianity and movements of 
church union wherever this can be 
done with integrity and for the 
strengthening of the church’s wit- 
ness. 

FIVE.—That in countries where 
Christian Church (Disciple) mission- 
aries are working within union or 
united churches, the gospel is being 
proclaimed faithfully and effectively 
and that missionaries have been able 
to adjust to the new structure and 
make contributions which seem not 
only satisfactory to themselves but 
useful to the receiving churches and 
satisfactory to the sending churches. 

SIX.—That congregations involved 
in sending missionaries seek to re- 
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discover that the church exists by 
mission; that mission is a central 
concern of every congregation 
everywhere; and that churches put 
into practice the fundamental idea 
that the mission area is everywhere, 
that the home base is everywhere 
and that every Christian is a mis- 
sionary. 

SEVEN.—That congregations in- 
volved in sending missionaries heed 
the call to bold adventure and cou- 
rageous experimentation to keep the 
way open for new insights and new 
movements in the world mission. 

EIGHT.—That the ecumenical mis- 
sion begins at home with local and 
state Councils of Churches and ex- 
tends into national and world Coun- 
cils of Churches so that church 
bodies can accomplish parts of the 
world mission collectively which 
they could not do separately. 

NINE.—That the pattern of mis- 
sionary action is increasingly in the 
area of ecumenical teamwork, but 
that the substance or character of 
missionary action is not service 
(though service is involved) but the 
action of crossing the frontier be- 
tween faith and unbelief with the 
intention to create faith in Jesus 
Christ as Lord. 

TEN.—That every possible facility 
of research and analysis be made 
available to congregations and lead- 
ership of churches of mission lands 
to find and improve evangelistic 
thrust and program to broaden the 
witness for Christ everywhere. 

ELEVEN.—That every Christian 
individual and leader, every church 
facility and channel be enlisted and 
mobilized in a new depth of motiva- 
tion to fulfill the missionary obliga- 
tion, creating a new depth of in- 
volvement in world mission, includ- 
ing adequate support in personnel, 
financial resources and spiritual un- 
dergirding. 

TWELVE.—That mission agencies 
and individuals renew their affirma- 
tion of their duty to provide thor- 
ough, realistic and complete ac- 
counting of all responsibilities to the 
sending churches; and that receiving 
churches be helped to gain under- 
standing of their responsibilities to 
God and to Christians everywhere, 
forgiving the sending churches their 
trespasses as they wish God to for- 
give their own failings. 

Dr. A. Dale Fiers, president of the 
United Society, closed the conference 
with an address emphasizing that 
the significance of the strategy lies 
not so much in what has been done, 
but in what has begun. 

He issued a point-blank challenge 
for Christians to gain new aware- 
ness, achieve a new depth of motiva- 
new level of giving related to the 
tion, a deeper involvement and a 
mission, for which the call is earn- 
estly and sincerely to seek the will 
of God for our time. 
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Institute Leaders 


INDIANAPOLIS—Dr. and Mrs. Myron 
C. Cole, minister at Central Chris- 
tian Church here, were guest leaders 
at the Institute for Ministers and 
Wives, held at the University Chris- 
tian Church, Des Moines, Iowa, Feb. 
15-18. 

The institute is sponsored by the 
Iowa Society of Christian Churches 
and The Divinity School of Drake 
University, Des Moines. 

Representatives from all Chris- 
tian Churches in Iowa were invited. 
The purpose of the Institute is to 
offer inservice training, inspiration 
and rededication to all who attend. 

Dr. Cole gave two addresses, “Are 
We Professionals?” and “Facing 
the Present Age.” Mrs. Cole spoke 
three times on the topics, “We Are 
People Too,” “The Happy Medium,” 
and “When the Honeymoon Is 
Over.” 

Central Christian Church, Indian- 
apolis, is one of the larger “inner- 
city” churches, with more than 1,000 
members. 





@ First Christian Church, GANADO, 
TEXAS, observed October as Church 
Loyalty Month with an attendance 
of 100 per cent of their resident 
members. Twenty per cent of the 
membership were present at all 
services during the month. On Nov. 
15 the congregation burned the 
mortage on the parsonage, making 


the church debt free. Iven A. 
Wood is the minister. 
@ Louis Cochran, internationally 


known author and lecturer, was the 
featured speaker at the fall convo- 
cation of Pacific Bible Seminary in 
LONG BEACH, CALIF. Mr. Coch- 
ran spoke on the subject, ‘“Alex- 
ander Campbell and the Ministry of 
Today.” He pointed out that “the 
Reformation was completed by the 
Restoration Movement of the Camp- 
bells.” 

Mr. Cochran, an attorney, is a 
special agent for the F. B. I., and 
is the author of several books, his 
latest, titled, The Fool of God con- 
cerns itself with the life of Alex- 
ander Campbell. 


@ Bobby Moorehead has been or- 
dained to the Christian ministry by 
First Christian Church, MOBILE, 
ALA. The service was conducted by 
the elders of the church under the 
direction of the minister, Paul C. 
Howle. 

Mr. Moorehead graduated from 
Phillips University, Enid, Okla., with 
the B.A. degree and is now serving 
as student minister of First Chris- 
tian Church, Waukomis, Okla. 
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216 ADDITIONS at First Christian 
Church, Brownsburg, Ind., was a re- 
sult of a Festival of Faith Evangel- 


istic Crusade. Leaders are (from 
left) Tom Kirkpatrick, visitation 
chairman; Medford Jones, evange- 
list; and Lester Yearick, minister. 


Jones Leads Campaign 


BROWNSBURG, IND.—Medford Jones, 
evangelist, directed First Christian 
Church here in a Festival of Faith 
Evangelistic Crusade recently which 
resulted in 216 additions, 135 by 
baptism. 

The festival involved an advance 
set-up meeting and the acceptance 
of a goal for additions of 91. This 
was followed by a_ preparatory 
period of finding and cultivating 
prospects, one week of visitation for 
decision directed by the evangelist 
and concluding with two weeks of 
preaching by Mr. Jones. 

The church, under the leadership 
of Lester Yearick, minister, is busy 
integrating the new members into 
the total life of the congregation. 


“Man of the Year’ 


BREMERTON, WaASH.—Chosen from 
a group of five finalists, Allan W. 
Lee, pastor of the First Christian 
Church here, was recently named 
the Outstanding Young Man of the 
Year and presented with the Dis- 
tinguished Service Award by the 
Bremerton Junior Chamber of Com- 
merce. 

Ordained in 1949 at First Church 
in Yakima, Mr. Lee graduated from 
Phillips University, Peabody Col- 
lege and Brite College of the Bible, 
Texas Christian University. Prior to 
coming to Bremerton in 1958 he 
served as pastor of Trinity Chris- 
tian Church in Dallas, Texas. 


Active in many civic affairs, he 
is president of the Bremerton-Kit- 
sap County Council of Churches. 
He is trustee of the Children’s 
Home Society of Washington as 
well as the Olympic Gardens re- 
tirement home sponsored by The 
Methodist Church. Mr. Lee was 
the only non-Methodist selected to 
this board. 
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. E. DAVISON’S “Let’s Talk It Over” in a fall 

issue of The Christian discussed ministers vis- 
iting their parishioners. In reading it I felt there 
may be some merit in passing on some observa- 
tions on how to visit in the homes of your people 
and still meet some of the other responsibilities. 


First, there must be a genuine acceptance of 
the fact that people are paramount. We ministers 
are not merely engineers, or mechanics, or pro- 
gram pushers or pulpit pounders. These we do 
for one specific reason: to relate the will of God, 
in all its ramifications, to people—God’s people 
who are our people. 

Then to reach these people in their homes there 
must be a systematic plan. A Kentucky Method- 
ist minister friend of mine converted me to this 
methodical Methodist method. Upon changing 
pastorates in January, 1959, I decided to put it into 
practice. I called in the membership development 
committee—a very excellent and consecrated group 
—and told them I wanted to visit in each home 
my first year. 

After the eyebrows returned to their normal 
position a plan began to develop. Our town is 
divided into four major geographical sections— 
A, B, C and D. Each of these is divided into 
areas 1, 2, 3 and so on, for a total of 21 areas. 
Each area has a chairman who looks after the 
members in her area. 


Starting at the beginning, which is sometimes 
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BB aramount 


by John M. Hardy 


Minister, Central Christian Church 
Orlando, Florida 


reasonable, we began to schedule visits, by ap- 
pointment, in area A-1 for afternoon and evening 
calls. The important phrase in the foregoing 
sentence is “by appointment.” We found the peo- 
ple very eager to give me appointments to visit 
them in their homes. It was explained to them, 
by the area chairman who secured the appoint- 
ments, that I was not “collecting” or “checking at- 
tendance’’—simply desiring to get acquainted. 

Soon it became apparent that most of my calls 
would have to be made at night. Most Floridians 
are not retired people, but very active and hard 
at work. However, I have made numerous after- 
noon calls starting at 3.00 P.M. and scheduling 
them at 45-minute intervals. I can make three 
or four calls in an afternoon, and still visit the 
hospitals and make other necessary calls before 
the appointments begin. My driving between calls 
is minimized since I call in one area at a time. 
Then after dinner I make two more calls, one at 
seven and the other at 7:45. 


It is most remarkable that in making the first 
150 such visits only four persons have had to cancel 
the appointments. I have had to postpone or can- 
cel only about five due to some emergency such 
as a death in the congregation. Making appoint- 
ments also enables me to meet the entire family 
and to become acquainted. 


As I enter each home and after the exchange 
of the usual social amenities, I get down to the 
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How One Pastor 


we, 
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most valuable feature of the visit. Using the 
“Talent, Interest and Service Record” card (pro- 
vided by the Bethany Press) I check the activities 
and interests of each member of the family. Al- 


.ready we have found church school teachers, choir 


members and those interested in many other ac- 
tivities. The card serves a dual purpose: it is a 
very handy means of discovering the hidden tal- 
ents of the congregation and it is a tangible rec- 
ord of lasting value for future program planning. 

After nine months of such visiting in about one- 
third of the areas and homes, I am realizing that 
my time schedule has to be revised. It will take 
more than a year to visit the 450 families in our 
congregation. But even if it takes five years, it 
will be well worth the effort. It is a real privilege 
to sit down with an entire family, visit with them, 
get to know them and then see how their lives 
are (or are not) wrapped up in the church. I am 


Know His People 


amazed at what people have done in and for the 
church and it is most gratifying to see so many 
impressive records of years gone by with the great 
challenge for future planning. 

In the future, after each family now within the 
church has been visited, we plan to schedule such 
visits with each new family and each new person 
who unites with the church, including those from 
the annual minister’s class of Juniors. Making 
such visits will be of continuing value for it gives 
us a contact and much useful information about 
each person within the congregation. 

The most rewarding feature of all this is get- 
ting to know our people. This is infinitely more 
important than program pushing or pulpit pound- 
ing, for to know your people is to learn what pro- 
gram needs to be pushed and in what manner the 
pulpit needs to be pounded. 


Lift the spiritual level 
of your family reading 


HEARTHSTONE 


Absorbing, clean fiction for young people and 
adults; wholesome stories to tell children; tips on 
child guidance; human interest articles; fascinating 
games and hobbies; aids to family worship; party 
plans; suggestions for family fun and recreation; 
book reviews; news of what churches are doing for 
family living; articles on family life in other lands; 
counseling service, and much more. $3.00 per 
yearly subscription; $2.50 per year gift subscription 
(gift card sent on request); 60 cents per quarter for 
5 or more subscriptions to one address. 


THE SECRET PLACE 


This quarterly of daily devotions is for families and 
individuals. Each and very issue of this 96-page 
pocket-sized booklet contains devotions for every 
day of a three-month period. Meditations, prayers, 
and appropriate verses draw the reader closer to 
God. Each message is written by a Christian who 
has a radiant thought or rich experience to share. 
The Secret Place will lift your personal and family’s 
spiritual life with just five minutes’ reading each 
day! One year’s subscription, 50 cents. Five or 
more quarterly subscriptions to one address, 10 cents 
each, 


CHRISTIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION, Box 179, St. Louis 66, Missouri 
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@ New Church Established 
Houston News 


Houston, TExAS—A new Chris- 
tian Church has been organized 
here with James Behler serving as 
temporary pastor. Mr. Behler is 
executive director of the Joint 
Board of Christian Churches in Har- 
ris County. 

The new congregation is meeting 
in an elementary school in the Wil- 
low Bend section of the city. A 
steering committee from the joint 
board is assisting the new church. 


AClyde Bennett has been named 
minister of music for the Spring 
Branch Christian Church here. He 
has been choir director since 1956 
and was given this new recognition 
because of his services to the church. 
Mrs. Bennett is the church organist. 


A Robert W. Fink, pastor of Broad- 
moor Christian Church here, reports 
that plans are under way to begin 
a fund-raising drive in March for 
the purpose of erecting a new sanc- 
tuary. 


A Woman’s Day was observed on 
Dec. 6 at Southeast Christian 
Church with the ladies of the con- 
gregation conducting the entire wor- 
ship service. 


ADr. Kenneth Bonham, medical 
missionary from Pendra Road, In- 
dia, conducted worship services at 
the Broadmoor Christian Church on 
Dec. 13. In the evening he pre- 
sented slides picturing his various 
duties as a missionary. College 
students conducted services at the 
church on Dec. 27. 


AA loan of $14,000 has recently 
been secured to enable Southeast 
Christian Church to complete its 
building program.—GAyYLE Harris. 


Cleveland Exodus 


CLEVELAND—Four Cleveland area 
ministers resigned in January to 
begin pastorates in other states. 

Lowell MacFarlane, for 16% years 
pastor of the church at Bedford, 
began his ministry at the Petoskey, 
Mich., church Feb. 1. The Bedford 
Church, which plans to erect a three- 
story educational building soon, has 
called John Thompson, chaplain at 
Hiram College, to become interim 
pastor. 

Herbert J. Wilson, for five years 
pastor of Miles Avenue Church, be- 
gan Feb. 21 as pastor of Central 
Church, Mt. Vernon, Ill. Estal L. 
Taylor, who has served many years 
in evangelistic work, will be ad 
interim minister. 

Austin B. Coe on April 1 will be- 
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come pastor of the Downey, Calif., 
church, a new congregation. In the 
summer of 1952, Mr. Coe, after 
finishing studies at Union Theolog- 
ical Seminary, became pastor of the 
new Lakeshore Church in suburban 
Euclid, and has seen the congrega- 
tion grow into a strong church with 
a new building. 

Ernest L. Harrold will leave his- 
toric Franklin Circle Church after 
a pastorate of six years. On April 
1 he becomes pastor of First Church, 
Weirton, W. Va. Mr. Harrold has 
been chairman of the new church 
committee of the Ohio Christian 
Missionary Society.—CLyDE H. 
EVANS. 


Patterson Tours 


Harriet-Louise H. Patterson, form- 
erly of Cleveland, Ohio, is planning 
Bible Land Tours again this year 
and is handling all of them from 
Rome as of April 1. A Disciple, 
Mrs. Patterson has been leading 
tours for several years. 


Lenoir Home Advance 


CoLuMBIA, Mo.—Lenoir Memorial 
Home, located near here, now has 
facilities to care for guests who 
become chronically ill and require 
bedside nursing. 

Dedication services for the en- 
larged addition were held recently 
with J. Eric Carlson, secretary of 
The National Benevolent Associa- 
tion, as the speaker, 

Others who participated in the 
dedication program included Mr. and 
Mrs. E. C. Miller, co-administrators 
of the Home; R. A. Miller, president 
of the Home board; and C. E. Lem- 
mon, minister of First Christian 
Church here. Music was provided by 
guests in the Home. Mrs. J. M. 
Harris played the piano and Carl 
Lorenz sang “God Bless This Home.” 

The Lenoir Memorial Home was 





THE ANGELS—Youth of First Chris- 


tian Church, New Castle, Pa., partic- 


ipated in the city’s first Christ Child 
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INTERIOR VIEW of room available 
for guests of Lenoir Memorial Home 
needing bedside nursing care. 


made possible by the gift of Dr. and 
Mrs. F. G. Nifong of 170 acres of 
farm land and $100,000. Later, by 
will, Dr. and Mrs. Nifong gave the 
home an additional 257 acres and 
other valuable items. 


Festival of Interest 


NEw CASTLE, Pa.—An_ estimated 
25,000 people braved a wet, snowy 
afternoon of unpleasant weather to 
witness the Christ Child Festival on 
the streets of this city. Nearly 
1,500 people took part in the pres- 
entation. 

Presented by the New Castle 
Council of Churches the event was 
co-directed by Samuel Fleming, 
president of the council, and Mrs. 
Richard K. Allen. Mr. Fleming is 
pastor. of First Christian Church 
here and Mrs. Allen is director of 
music and organist for the same 
church. 

The outdoor presentation followed 
closely as possible the Biblical nar- 
ratives of the birth and early days 
of Christ. Robed church choirs 


added tremendously to the spectacle. 
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Festival when they took part in the 
parade with this float depicting the 
scripture from Luke 2:14. 
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Neosho, Mo., Church 
Has 34 in College 





First Christian Church, 
Missouri, has 34 young people at- 


Neosho, 


tending 15 different colleges. Eight 
of these are enrolled in church- 
sponsored colleges. 

Pictured are students who were 
recently entertained at a “Chat and 
Frat Coffee” given by the pastor, 
Oscar T. Moline, his wife and their 
son, Oscar Lee. 

From left are: Oscar Lee Moline, 
Janice Douglas, Don McCreary, all 
attending Phillips University; Bill 


The perfect 
companion 
for your RSV 
Bible...and 


the perfect guft 
for Easter 


Crowe, Culver-Stockton; Marilyn 
Bogle, Drury. 
Others attending church-spon- 


sored colleges not pictured are: 
Clive Lampo, Jr., Culver-Stockton, 
Canton, Mo.; William Kenney and 
Ronnie Swift, Drury, Springfield, 
Mo.; and Joan Killebrew, Christian 
College, Columbia, Mo. 


Service of Dedication 


A service of dedication for the 
$65,000 education building of First 
Christian Church, Lemoyne, Pa., was 
held Dec. 6, with President Perry 
Epler Gresham of Bethany College, 
Bethany, W. Va., as speaker. This 
program was preceded on Saturday 
night with a dedication banquet. 

The minister of the church, Paul 
A. Remick, showed slide pictures 
taken during the building of the 
new building and the renovation of 
the old. 

E. L. Thompson, executive sec- 
retary of the Pennsylvania Chris- 
tian Missionary Society, was the 
speaker. 

Approximately $40,000 was spent 
on redecorating the old building and 
furnishing the new one. The new 
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building has four classrooms, three 
rest rooms, a large fellowship hall, 
and a kitchen. Improvements in 
the old building include two new 
rest rooms, four new classrooms, a 
new church office and minister’s 
study. 


Crusade in Kansas 


ATwoop, Kan.—The Christian 
Churches located in the four county- 
seat cities of northwestern Kansas 
joined in a simultaneous evange- 
listic campaign. The churches in- 
volved in this united effort included 
Colby, Goodland, St. Francis and 
here. 

The campaign included a special 
emphasis upon prayer, visitation and 
preaching. Ninety-two were added 
to the membership of the churches 
during the campaign with each con- 
gregation receiving new members 
during the Sundays that followed. 

Fifty-five laymen from the four 
churches made calls upon over 300 
prospective families. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence C. Carty, 
evangelists, led in a week of 


preaching at each of the four 
churches. 
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RSV CONCORDANCE 
REFERENCE BIBLE 


Over 75,000 center-column references, a 192- 
page concordance and 12 full-color maps. 

Seven fine editions available. With India 
paper at $9.00 and $12.50. Deluxe Bible with 


special Nelson Indopaque r at $17.50 
and $22.50. Pe 





A~ 
THE BIBLE WORD BOOK 
By Ronald Bridges and Luther A. Weigle. Here is the 


fascinating story of words and phrases used in the King James version of the 
Bible, and how they have changed in meaning since the 17th century. 

The authors explain how developments in English usage, Biblical studies 
and archeological discoveries have made revisions of the King James Bible 
desirable and necessary. And they discuss the words or phrases used to replace 
obsolete ones in the Revised Standard Version Bible and other revisions. 

This is a book of interest and importance to every Bible reader, as well as 
to students and clergymen. Index of 2600 words and phrases. $5.00 


Now on sale at your bookstore and 
denominational publishing house ¥ 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS 
Exclusive publishers of the 
Revised Standard Version Bible 
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Let’s Back 
Our Colleges 


by H. Galt Braxton 


HE greatest need of our church today is for 
more consecrated and prepared lay leadership 
and ministers. 

When half of our churches throughout the coun- 
try are without whole-time pastoral service; when 
every ministerial school in the brotherhood is 
“bursting at the seams’’ in its effort to keep pace 
with the demand for more ministers, whole-time 
religious leaders, and when the physical enlarge- 
ment of these institutions is not adequate so that 
more young men and women may be accepted 
and accommodated, this fact is clearly demon- 
strated. This is largely because the financial sup- 





H. G. Braxton is editor and publisher of the “Kinston 
Daily Free Press,” Kinston, North Carolina. 


HERE IS THE LATEST 


VOLUME IN THE LAYMAN SERIES 





port of these institutions by the brotherhood is 
insufficient. 

When these institutions have to shut the door 
on applicants and prospective students because 
they lack room and facilities it doesn’t reflect dis- 
credit on them, but on their supporters—the broth- 
erhood. 

As a trustee of two of our colleges I know what 
problems the executive officers of these institu- 
tions have, largely because they are not getting 
anything like the financial support of their con- 
stituents which they deservé and ought to receive. 

I know that the other schools of our brother- 
hood are faced with similar problems for I have 
talked and conferred with their leaders. 

Brethren, wherever you are, and regardless of 
what state you live in, please bear in mind that 
the college that serves your area and is respon- 
sible for educating ministers from your territory 
needs far more money than you are now con- 
tributing. 

As a matter of fact, I don’t believe it is over- 
stating the fact when I say that every school in 
our brotherhood could immediately put twice as 
much money as is now available to it to worth- 
while use in providing more adequate and neces- 
sary accommodations for the acceptance of those 
applicants who want to make whole-time service 
to Jesus Christ their mission in life. 

I ask you to examine your budget and see if you 
have done all you can. 


THE LAYMAN EXAMINES HIS FAITH by Gustave A. Ferré. Here is 
a revealing, readable analysis for the layman who seeks full understanding of 
the faith he lives by. Dr. Ferré maintains that faith consists of believing in 
the life, death, resurrection and ascension of Jesus Christ and having a trusting 
heart through commitment to God and his guidance. A complete explanation 
is given for those who want to know what it means for Christ to be Son of 
God, Son of Man, and Savior. This is an exciting discussion of God's plan 
for creating man in freedom to become holy and live in Christian fellowship. 
Concluding portions of the book explain the Christian hope for life everlasting 
and the destiny of human history. 10L421 


Another recent issue in this series: The Layman ; 
Builds a Christian Home by Vera Channels. The z 
author presents an authoritative, workable way to a a 
genuinely Christian home. 10L377 | 
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TOWARD A BETTER CHURCH 


by Samuel F. Pugh 


Dropping Names 
From the Church Rolls 


ITH the Decade of Decision 

receiving major attention by all 
of our churches,.many are prepar- 
ing the way by bringing their mem- 
bership roll up-to-date. 

They are ordering materials from 
Christian Board of Publication for 
encouraging nonresident members 
to transfer to a church in the com- 
munity where they now live. 

They are setting up a program 
for cultivating new members, and 
for visiting inactive members in an 
attempt to bring them all into the 
life of the church. Some leaders 
are placing the names of former 
members and deceased persons in a 
special section of the file. The more 
seriously church leaders take their 
assignment, the more apt they are 
to come face to face with a real 
problem. And until that problem 
is solved the up-to-date-roll-assign- 
ment cannot be completed. Here is 
the problem. 

What shall we do about the 
status of persons whose addresses 
are unknown and from whom the 
church office has not heard for several 
years? What of the nonresident 
members who have said they will 
never take their names off the roll 
of the old home church? What of the 
inactive members who never at- 
tend, never give, and never respond 
in any way to the church and yet 
do not ask for their names to be 
removed from the roll? 

Can a pastor, office secretary or 
membership department remove the 
names of such persons by common 
consent? Must a congregation allow 
such persons to lower the church 
per capita giving record to an em- 
barrassing figure in the Year Book? 
These and similar questions pose a 
real problem. In the face of them 
let us remind ourselves of two or 
three factors that should be taken 
into consideration. 


1. Many members who are dissatis- 
fied under one pastor will return 
to active status when that pastor 
moves away and his successor ar- 
rives. Therefore to have removed 
an inactive member’s name from 
the roll is to cause other and 
sometimes even more aggravat- 
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ing problems. 

2. The church that continues to 
minister to its total membership 
through the church periodical, 
through invitations to church 
events, through Easter, Christ- 
mas and Mother’s Day services 
and through an occasional wed- 
ding or funeral may render a far 
greater service than it realizes. 
To cut the ties, even when they 
do not seem to bind the mem- 
ber to anything, may prove dis- 
astrous. 

3. Every member accepts Jesus 
Christ and his church voluntarily. 
Only that person has a right to 
sever such a relationship. No 
person and no committee has au- 
thority to sever the membership 
relationship. The church is more 
than a local congregation, and 
yet through a local congregation 
each of us has come into it. 


What then is the church roll com- 
mittee to do with what some work- 
ers have called “dead wood’ in the 
membership? What is the answer 
to those who would “cull out” the 
long list of unconcerned members? 
We offer these suggestions. 


1. Remember that the church is 
composed of persons, not sta- 
tistics. Persons are far more im- 
portant than records. Remember 
that the roll was made for man, 
and not man (even inactive men) 
for the roll. 

2. Go as far as you can in setting 
up your roll. Keep a Permanent 
Membership Record Book and a 


set of file cards. Divide the file 
cards into four sections: a. Ac- 
tive and semi-active; b. Nonresi- 
dent; c. Deceased and unknown; 
d. Completely inactive. Do not 
include the unknown and com- 
pletely inactive persons in your 
annual reports, except under those 
particular headings. Do include 
the inactives occasionally in all- 
church mailings and invitations 
(not financial). Have callers ask 
inactive members about their in- 
tention and plans for member- 
ship. 

3. Set up a plan and appoint per- 
sonnel to make membership 
changes as they occur. Each 
group involved should receive a 
copy of the address change or 
whatever the information may be. 
It is important to see that new 
members are cultivated, that non- 
residents are instructed (before 
they become nonresidents). Make 
the Christian challenge so vital 
that there will be no inactives! 


But do not become discouraged if 
you still have some “dead wood” 
(such an_ expression!) on your 
church roll. Even these persons may 
become active. Jesus did not give 
up. Why should we? 





THE FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 


CIMARRON, KANSAS 
Membership, 175—Parsonage 
Need full-time minister 


Correspond: DAVID E. KOEHN 
Cimarron, Kansas 
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Visit the Holy Land via Maupintour in 1960! 


Middle East 


Travel on a conducted tour to Egypt and Luxor, 
Lebanon, Syria, Jordan (Dead Sea, Jericho, 
Bethlehem, Old Jerusalem), Israel (Galilee, Naz- 
areth, Haifa), Greece, Italy. Plus Oberammer- 
gau Passion Play, Greek Isle Cruise, and Russia 
extensions. Monthly departures. 26 days. Only 
$1557, all expenses paid from New York. Fly- 
ing Boeing 707 Jet, Sabena Belgian World Air- 
lines. For descriptive folder write Harriet- 
Louise H. Patterson, tour planner and director. 


Maupintour>< 


Middle East Tour Specialists 
1236 Massachusetts Street, Lawrence, Kansas 
Offices: New York / Washington / Brussels 








dles, 454445, $7.75. 
candles, 45A334, $5.25. 


Candlelight services offer your congrega- 
tion a welcome variation and an inspira- 
tional and uplifting manner of worship! 


EMKAY CANDLELIGHT SERVICE SETS 


Each Candlelight Service Set contains a 17” pastor’s candle, six 12” ushers’ candles, 
and cardboard holders for all the candles in the set. 
Set with 125 41” congregational candles, 45A353, $4.95. Set with 250 414” can- 
Set with 425 414” candles, 45A567, $11.50. 250 extra 41” 
Extra holders, 45A333, 2 cents each. Postage extra. 


CHRISTIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION, Box 179, St. Louis 66, Mo. 


Candles are pure white. 
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‘‘¥You Are What You Read’’ 


Job for Laymen 


Devotional Introduction to Job. 
By Andrew W. Blackwood, Jr. Baker 
Book House. 166 pages. $2.95. 


Thanks to Archibald MacLeish’s 
stimulating play J. B., and the dis- 
cussion it has evoked, the Book of 
Job is enjoying a popularity it has 
not had for many years. Capital- 
izing on this current interest, Black- 
wood discusses the purpose and 
main themes of the Book of Job. 
His work is a kind of commentary 
written for laymen. It lays no 
claim to scholarship, and, in fact, 
ignores much of it, but does succeed 
in presenting the content of the 
biblical book with charm and ef- 
fectiveness. 


With refreshing modesty which 
refrains from defending solutions to 
literary and historical problems for 
which there are no generally ac- 
cepted solutions, the author writes 
as a clergyman who brings his 
own experiences with suffering to 
bear on the interpretation of Job’s 


suffering. His sympathy extends 
even to the much-maligned 
“friends” of Job in whose utter- 


ances, as in Job’s, he finds some 
validity, even though none explains 
why the innocent suffer. The unify- 
ing message of Job is not in what it 
explains, but in the portrait it pre- 
sents of one who meets God through 
suffering. 


The author is the son of Andrew 
W. Blackwood, well-known author 
and teacher.—WILLIAM L. REED 


Entertainment for All 


Games for All Ages and How to 
Use Them. By Marjorie Wacker- 
barth and Lillian S. Graham. T. S. 
Denison and Company. 256 pages. 
$3.95. 


This excellent book contains a 
complete treasure chest of games 
and social activities for all ages. 
It can be used by the family as 
resource material for family night 
or for preparation in entertaining 
youth, adult or combined groups in 
the home or at church. 


For those of us who know the 
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value of well-planned recreation 
in all age groups the resources in 
this book provide the answers. It 
contains mixers, quiet games, tests 
of mental and physicial skill, relays, 
ball games, musical games, charades, 
games for small space, games for 
special days—Valentine’s, St. Pat- 
rick’s Day, Washington’s Birthday, 
Easter, Fourth of July, Halloween, 
Thanksgiving and Christmas. 

Busy mothers, who want to pro- 
vide wholesome and_ educational 
recreation for those confined to the 
house, will appreciate the abundance 
of material presented in the section 
on Creative Play. 

The descriptions of games are 
clear and easy to follow. No special 
equipment is necessary other than 
occasional need of pencils, paper, 
string, scissors or similar articles 
found in the supplies of the home 
or classroom.—CHARLES E, PIERATT 


Sermons You May Hear 


Peter Marshall Speaks (Record). 
By Peter Marshall. Caedmon Pub- 
lishers. 2 Sermons. $4.50. (33 1/3 
RPM, LP). 


This is a recording of two ser- 
mons preached by the famous Dr. 
Peter Marshall. They were re- 
corded by two businessmen who 
attended his services during 1947-48 
while he was pastor of the New 
York Avenue Presbyterian Church, 
Washington, D. C. 

The Trumpet of the Morn is one 
of Dr. Marshall’s pictorial sermons. 
It is based on Peter’s denial of his 
Lord. “No one will ever hear the 
crowing of a cock in any great 
American city—but you still hear it 
in Palestine. God comes to us in 
different and mysterious ways, a 
touch on the _ shoulder, through 
music, through hearing again the 
familiar sounds of the barn yard. 

“Memories, how they come surg- 
ing back through the heart, but to 
Simon Peter it was the crowing of 
the cock when he was vehemently 
denying Christ. . . . He stood on the 
porch haunted by memories. He 
might have met the same fate at 


the end of the rope that Judas met 
but he heard the cock the third time 
heralding a new day and he went 
out and repented and wept bitterly. 
Many are standing on the porch to- 
day awaiting a decision. Wouldn’t 
it be wonderful if the cock would 
crow for you today? If the cock 
would crow for you, you could not 
stand on the porch.” 


Trial By Fire. This is a quite 
different type of sermon but typical 
of Dr. Marshall’s preaching. It shows 
his great concern for his adopted 
country. It is dated because it was 
preached during the war years but 
it is a very moving message. 

“People must be governed by God 
or ruled by tyrants. Righteousness 
exalteth a nation. Moral decay had 
set in—a little of Jehovah, a little of 
Baal. National moral standards got 
lower and lower. Elijah saw what 
was happening. Israel had to serve 
God or Baal. ... 

“No nation makes progress in a 
downward way. Those who speak 
for temperance are not particularly 
photogenic and are posed in such 
a way that there are shouts of 
derision when news reels are shown. 

“Seeds of racial hatred have been 
sown. Time has come to face duty 
and obligations before we are faced 
with tryanny. 

“The church has failed to chal- 
lenge; it must adopt a daring pro- 
gram, a faith to move mountains. 
A nation led by God can lead the 
world.”—EDNA DEGONIA 


Recorded Sacred Music 


Hallowed Moments (Record). 
Ralph Carmichael, Sanctuary Choir 
and Orchestra. Sacred Records, Inc. 
12 Selections. $4.98. 


An excellent recording for those 
who desire and long for good listen- 
ing in sacred music. Present-day 
arrangements of the hymns and 
gospel songs by Ralph Carmichael, 
the orchestra and choir are very 
different from any you've heard 
for such old favorites as The Old 
Rugged Cross, When I Survey the 
Wondrous Cross, Ivory Palaces.— 
CoRINNE KUN. 
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TRUSTING 


A Southern miss, enjoying 
the Spring vacation in New 
England, had her first experi- 
ence with snow. Not wanting 
to appear selfish, she decided 
to send a box of it to her. 
mother. 

A friend tried to discourage 
her, saying, “But the snow will 
be all gone long before it 
reaches Florida.” 

“Nonsense,” said Miss Flor- 
ida. “Who’d be mean enough 
to steal a little bit of snow?” 


GOOD ADVICE 


Mary, Mary, don’t be contrary 
But tell how your garden 
grows, 
With coral bells and cockle 
shells 
Laid out in pretty rows. 


Then Mary said, as her face 
grew red, 
“You ask how my garden 
grows? 
Suppose we stop at the florist’s 
shop 


Perhaps my gardener 
knows.” 


—CARL R. BROWN 


A constant drip will wear 
away a stone—or a welcome. 


—D. O. FLYNN 
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M\@ HEART AN ALT 


GARET HoyT and ELEANOR Hogg DaBney. An antholog 
worship resources, this book ing#ires us to build altars d 
Tue worship within our hearts. St@ies, poems, hymns, Scrip 
ture, and prayers are woven aroug™ appropriate themes and 
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PRAYERS PRAYERS 
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CHRISTIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION 
Box 179, St. Louis 66, Mo. 











MONEY FOR YOUR TREASURY 


pee 2 et church-related agency, woman OVER 2,000,000 
socia caseworker in rogram oO services to 
infants, pre-school c Ri Idren and unwed SUNFLOWER DISH CLOTHS 


mothers. Membership in Christian Church 
desirable but not required. Advance study 
possible at either of two Universities. A money for your treasury, and make friends for 
regional home of the National Benevolent your organization. Samples FREE to Officials. 
Association. Child Saving Institute, 619 S 


42nd Street, Omaha 5, Nebraska. ; SANGAMON MILLS 
Established 1915 8-75 Cohoes, N. Y. 


Were sold in 1958 by members of Societies, 
Clubs, Groups, etc. They enable you to earn 














PENSION FUND 


“A.B.” Passbook Savings Accounts 
open to ministers and all employees of 
Christian Churches 
Current Interest... . 4% 


compounded semi-annually 


Write: PENSION FUND OF CHRISTIAN CHURCHES 
800 Test Building, Indianapolis 4, Ind. 
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“The spirit and soul of all reformation is free discussion.” 


—Alexander Campbell 





Hankins’ Article Elicits Wide Interest 


Editor, The Christian: 


I completely agree with the views 
of Lee Hankins (The Christian, Jan. 
3, 1960). Certainly, it is a fact that 
the young people of the Disciples of 
Christ have a great chance of losing 
their faith, unless they are taught 
it as they are maturing. 

However, I think we should go 
one step higher. I think that not 
only the Christian church but all 
of Protestantism should make a 
sincere attempt to educate its young 
people in the history and beliefs of 
our great Protestant faith. Here is 
an area where our church leaders 
cannot fail us. 

If we expect to have a Protestant 
faith fifteen years from now, then 
our youth must be taught not only 
what the general beliefs of Protes- 
tantism are but why we believe 
them as we do.—Gary L. OTTEN, 
Erlanger, Ky. 


e e o 
Editor, The Christian: 


I read with mixed emotions the 
article “Teach Them or Watch 
Them Leave,” by Lee Hankins in 
The Christian, January 3. 

I want Mr. Hankins to know 
something E. Stanley Jones says: 
“No church has all the truth be- 
cause Jesus says that he is the way, 
the truth and the life.” Are we try- 
ing to win people to a certain 
church or to Christ and his way of 
life? 

I grew up in the Christian (Dis- 
ciples of Christ) Church and I 
know the doctrine of our church 
so well I almost missed the doctrine 
of Jesus Christ. 

The world makes so much of be- 
ing Protestant or Roman Catholic; 
yet Jesus never mentioned either 
word. He always talked about prin- 
ciples which we are to have in our 
lives and hearts if we are to be 
Christians—Mrs. CARL RONDALL, 
Blackwell, Okla. 


a e e 
Editor, The Christian: 


In reference to “Teach Them or 
Watch Them Leave,” by Mr. Lee 
Hankins (The Christian, Jan. 3, 
1960), I appreciate the courage ex- 
ercised to bring this urgently needed 
question out into the open. We 
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often hear the expression: “It 
doesn’t matter so much what you 
believe—just so you believe some- 
thing—just so you attend some 
church.” Complacency! 

When anxiety is expressed— 
leaders reply, “Oh, no need to be 
perturbed; ours join other denom- 
inations and we get some of theirs.” 
Will an honest review of statistics 
of members now past 25 years of 
age reared in Christian churches 
reveal that well over 50 per cent of 
them have either joined other de- 
nominations or are inactive? Also, 
will they reveal we have not gained, 
member for member, for those lost 
to other denominations of our 
young adults? 

In our district, state and national 
conventions we honor speakers of 
other denominations and faiths pass- 
ing by outstanding leaders from 
our churches oftimes. We take 
advertising in our religious publica- 
tions of denominational literature 
almost to the exclusion of those of 
our Brotherhood. 

Some of the accents on “unity” 
are merely sending our young adults 
into other denominations (unity 
with everybody without knowing or 
questioning if their practices or 
teaching are scriptural). 

Except on a phase of “unity” 
are we speaking, Brotherhood wise, 
today where the Bible speaks?— 
MABEL THOMPSON, San Antonio, Tex. 


e * 7 
Editor, The Christian: 


Lee Hankins’ article (The Chris- 
tian, Jan. 3, 1960) is most timely. 
It points to a weakness we Dis- 
ciples too often try to hide—a lack 
of theological awareness. We are 
not participating in the current the- 
ological discussions; the result is 
that we are developing a theolog- 
ical poverty which makes us unable 
to give inquirers any satisfaction. 

We must begin to bring doctrine 
and theology to our people if this 
weakness is to be overcome. Reli- 
gion has an intellectual side to it, 
and that side has too long been 
neglected by us. As a beginning, 
we might address ourselves to the 
recent discussions in the area of 
Biblical theology. Since we have 
put great stress on the Bible, it 
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Letters... 


would seem that here would be an 
area in which we could participate 
actively. 

Much is being written now about 
the Biblical message. Why not in- 
vite one of our Biblical scholars to 
bring us a series of articles relating 
Biblical theology to the life and 
thought of the Disciples?—-DWIGHT 
C. Stewart, Canton, Mo. 


e e e 
Editor, The Christian: 
Thanks for Brother Hankins’ 


prophetic article, “Teach Them or 
Watch Them Leave” (The Chris- 
tian, Jan. 3, 1960), even though it 
only scratches the surface of Dis- 
ciple dilemma. I hope it will wake 
churches, ministers and _ Brother- 
hood agencies to the fact that we 
teachers need help! 

Church boards can help by devel- 
oping and enforcing § standards, 
training opportunities and a modicum 
of respect for the office of teacher. 
If teachers are good enough to be 
trusted with the souls of our future 
churches, they should be good 
enough to be backed to the hilt by 
their board and pastor. The use of 
teaching jobs to tie down new mem- 
bers, or the filling of openings with 
anyone available creates no respect 
for our teaching. 

Churches can help by believing 
what they teach, lest their only 
lesson be cynicism. Our youth are 
clever, logical and astute. They 
can spot a hypocrite a mile away; 
and when they do, they leave fast. 

Our Brotherhood can practice the 
unity we preach by offering our 
youth a wider fellowship within 
Disciple churches. Perhaps it was 
my goof, but I knew nothing of the 
current nation-wide program of Edu- 
cation and Action for Peace until I 
purchased the November, 1959, In- 
ternational Journal of Religious 
Education. As supporters of the 
National Council, why not promote 
some of their excellent material? 

The Christian can help by con- 
tinuing to interpret our historic 
pleas in terms of today’s astounding 
ecumencial upheaval. 

Such help will be worth far more 
than any catechism to teachers 
panting to keep ahead of students 
born into the exploding space age. 
—ERVIN G. PRITCHETT, Cincinnati, 
Ohio 


THE CHRISTIAN 











Y ORDER SHEET | 


or Stationery and Supplies 


for Church and Personal 








TEAR OUT THIS PAGE* and 
USE TO ORDER BY MAIL 


Indicate quantity desired on line provided with each item 








ROSE GAY Select-a-Notes 


Cheery note paper with a shower of roses 
delicately touched with golden glitter. 
Paste-on caption labels let you use each 
note for birthday, get-well wish, congrat- 
ulations, thank you note or general greet- 
ing. Scripture verse printed in each note. 
French fold. 24 notes; 24 envelopes (8 
each of yellow, red and pink roses). 
40A299, $1.00 per box 


quantity______ 





PRAYING 
HANDS 
TIE TACK 


90A201, $ .65 


The popular Durer design, Praying Hands, 
is here interpreted in a tie tack. The 
design is rhodium (silver) finish and 
highlighted with black. %” high; in 
clear plastic gift box. 


qvantity______ 


PRAYING HANDS PLAQUE 


Durer’s famed Praying Hands is moided on 
simulated wood grain background with a 
rich gold and tan ripple finish. Matching 
metal frame has attached hanger. Glass 
covered. To grace any home, church par- 
lor, office, etc. 

60A1003, $2.95 


quantity______ 





40A292, 
$.50 per box 








Appropriate sentiments with space for 
pastor's signature and name of church. 
Shepherd design and caption, “Sympathy” 
and “In Memoriam" on front. 5” x 4”; 
12 per box, with envelopes. 





quantity______ 


HOSPITAL FOLDER 


* 





al 
the Hrospate £ 


4 40A293, 
te $.50 per box 











Durer’s Praying Hands design and “To 
You in the Hospital” are on the front. 
Inside are a message and spaces for the 
pastor's signature and name of the church. 
5” x 4”; 12 per box, with envelopes. 


quantity______ 


VISITATION CALLING 
CARDS 





For 
Church 
Workers 


40A298, 

| $.85 per 100 
An invaluable aid in visitation work. 
With ample space for signature and date. 
Includes a short, friendly invitation to the 
next church service. Illustrated in six 
colors. 3%” x 2%”. 


quantity______ 











PPRECIATION FOLDER 


| Four-color picture on 
| front; caption inside. 
Two pages blank for 
message. -3” x 354”; 
20, with envelopes. 
40A295, 

$ .50 per box 
quantity______ 








RECOGNITION 
FOLDER 


[ t! tenti 


page. 21%,” x 3%”; 12, 
with envelopes. 
40A294, $ .30 per box 


quent... 











Four colors and emboss- 
ing. Presentation page 
for memorial gift. 31/.” 
x 4%"; 12 in box, with 
5 envelopes. 


40A296, $ .50 per box 
quantity______ 





INVITATION NOTE 


Floral design in four 
colors and gold. 3” x 
3%"; 12 in box, with 
envelopes. 


40A297, $ .30 per box 
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Let’s Talk It Over 


LET’S TALK IT OVER 





QUESTION: We hear so much 
about this delicate crittur ‘min- 
isterial ethics” as this pertains 
to nostalgic pastoral predeces- 
sors. What about a word for 
iconoclastic successors, radical 
revolutionists who feel they 
must change everything in- 
herited from former ministries? 
I see so little advice offered to 
these ecclesiastical Bolshevists! 
Aegrescit medando! 


ANSWER: Your letter came 
the other day along with news 
of an approaching cyclone. It 
stabbed me wide awake and I 
almost crawled under the table 
to keep from getting hit. 

You speak of the delicate crit- 
tur called “ministerial ethics.” 
If you are referring to the 
printed “Code of Ethics,” I will 
have to confess that I had a 
small part in the shaping of 
that document. 

I believe you will find in that 
code a clause calling upon a 
minister to show every respect 
for his predecessor. It may be 
that the code does not mention 
the particular matter of chang- 
ing church procedures’ too 
quickly. However, if you read 
faithfully this column, I think 
you will agree that from time to 
time I have urged new pastors 
to go sparingly on any changes 
for the first six months or year. 

Having agreed with you that 
changes should be made slowly 


and only on the basis of the 
church’s need, I must add that 
even though some of us may 
have’ established what we 
thought was a perfect organ- 
izational set-up during our 
pastorates we must not be sen- 
sitive about changes made by 
our successors. We must keep 
hands off and hope for the best. 

The thing that has disturbed 
me is to notice how much better 
the churches I have served have 
moved along under the direction 
of my successors. Changes have 
been made but in large measure 
those changes are for the bet- 
ter. Even though I should see 
some church I had served ready 
to fall over the precipice under 
the leadership of my successor, 
I would try to remember that 
I was no longer the pastor of 
that church. 


It is my humble opinion that 
most churches will see to it 
that the new minister does not 
get far with Bolshevistic 
methods. They usually feel 
that “The old-time methods 
were good enough for pa and 
ma” and are good enough for 
them. Changes should not be 
made merely for the sake of 
change but any church should 
be ready to study its needs and 
adopt the best methods possible 
for the meeting of those needs. 

Certainly the church has no 
need for iconoclastic leaders. It 


by F. E. Davison 


is Christ’s church and anyone 
who carelessly blasts sacred 
things hinders the church, but 
on the other hand those who 
block progress on the grounds 
that all wisdom was revealed 
last year or during the last 
century or fifteen centuries ago 
will be a real hindrance to King- 
dom building. 

Your question no duobt is a 
real one and perhaps my efforts 
at talking it over have not been 
adequate and I am sure have 
not solved the problem. There- 
fore, suppose you and I and all 
others who love the church 
unite our hearts in prayer that 
both “predecessors” and ‘“suc- 
cessors” have that mind in them 
which was also in Christ Jesus. 


Church Chuckles 











